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Hidden 
By Sally Neill Roach 


“ Hid with Christ in God. " — Col. 3:3 


IDDEN from life’s stormy blast; 
Hidden till its woes are past; 
Hidden while rough billows roll; 
Hidden when death seeks my soul, 
Hidden from each fiery dart 
Hurled in conflict at my heart; 
Hidden from an angry foe, 
Safety, peace and rest to know. 
Chorus (after each verse) 
Hidden, hidden evermore ! 
Let me sing it o’er and o’er! 
Hear it, all who tread earth’s sod, 
Hidden with the Christ in God! 


Hidden when dark doubts assail ; 
Hid in Him who cannot fail. 

Hid, that He His purpose do, 
Proving some sweet promise true, 
Hidden, that Christ’s power appear 
In each task assigned me here. 
Hidden, that His name be known, 
And His precious love be shown, 


Hidden, when before God’s throne 
Trembling man his guilt shall own, 
Hidden, when the trump shall call, 
And the sword of justice fall, 

Hid with Christ, with Christ to rise, 
Cleaving with glad. wing the skies, 
Hid with Him, with Him to shine, 
Fadeless proof of Love divine. 





Better Than Death 


Christian people often talk of death as the best 
and necessary release from the trials and sufferings 
of this life. They do not get this expectation from 
the New Testament. To the Thessalonian Christians 
Paul wrote: “Ye turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God; and to wait for his Son from 


heaven.” An illuminating comment on this Scripture 
in the Keswick Calendar is the followimp: “In. all the 
teaching in the Epistles you will not find-in.a single 
case that death-is put before the Christian as that to 
which he is to look forward. I hear people say, ‘Death 
is most certain of all things.’ It is not so; for the 
believer it is very certain. What is put before us in 
the Word of God, and the hope of the Church is, the 
personal return of the Lord Jesus to take his people 
to be with himself in glory.” The believer may, in- 
deed, die; and God’s Word clearly teaches that there 
is unspeakable blessing ahead, even then, asthe be- 
liever is taken at once into the personal presence of 
the Lord. But the Lord may come before we die; and 
if he does, “We shall be changed” without tasting .of 
death. That is why we are to look, not for death, but 
“for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


A 


Confession Not Enough 


There is no life apart from belief. The Gospel 
of John was written “that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.” But life expresses 
itself in activity. Life is a sacred stewardship, to be 

to honor the Name of Him who is our life. 
Archdeacon Moule, Chairman of the Bible Union of 
China, who has been one of the bulwarks and blessings 
of the Bible Union, wrote in a recent letter to a 
friend: “May -Ged guide us in all things according 
to his will, and help us all not only to confess but to 
do the truth.” This is a or that every Christian 
ought to make his own. If.we do believe the whole 
Bible and the only Gospel and every precious funda- 
mental of “the faith once for all delivered,” it is so 
easy to stop with believing, or “confessing,” and fail 
sadly of the doing. Then our soundness or orthodoxy 
or fundamentalism becomes “as sounding brass, or a 
tinkling cymbal,” and our lives drive people away 
from the -truth instead of winning them to Christ. 
“Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them;” said our gE liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his upon a rock.” 


F . 
Peace, Peace! 
Men are r to try every sort of peace plan — 
except God's. ost of the plans for world peace that 


have been brought forward in recent yeats, including 
those receiving large money prizes, leave God out. 


And now comes the announcement of an International 
religious Congress of eleven “faiths” for the discus- 
sion of world peace, to be held in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, in August of 1928. The Church Peace Union 
has announced this, saying that part of a fund founded 
by Andrew Carnegie, eleven years . will be used 
for preliminary organization, — and rnegie did not 
accept the Christian faith, The following religions 
are named as participating in this new peace confer- 
ence: “Christians (including Protestants, Roman and 
Uniate Catholics and the tern Orthodox), Jews, 
Mohammedans, Buddhists, Confucians, Shintoists, Tao- 
ists, Hindoos, Parsees, Jains, and Silhs.” . There can 
be no religious fellowship between members of the 
body of Christ and those wha reject Christ. Ail other 
religions than Christianity, even thous may 
think they worship God, are separated from. and 
cannot know him, for Christ is the only tmédiator be- 
tween God and man, Hence this new.‘ peace 
conference. will end like all others before it,.in hope- 
less futility. Men who are at war with cannot 
make permanent peace with each other. Until the 
Prince of Peace returns, let us not be deceived by the 
old cry, recorded in Jeremiah, “Peace, peace; when 
there is no peace.” 


we 


Now 


We are told to “wait on the Lord,” but never 
to wait away from the Lord, On the church calendar 
of St. Peter’s Vicarage, the church of the well-known 
British Keswick speaker, the Rev. J. Russell Howden, 
is this striking sentence: “Those people who expect 
salvation at the eleventh hour often die at 10.30.” 
Postponement is perilous in spiritual matters. That is 
a pleading and warning word of the Holy Spirit! 
“Behold, now is the accepted .time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation” (2 Cor, 6:2). .For “now” is the 
only time we are sure of. Moreover, this meaningful 
little word “now” is not only a warning but also a 
blessed assurance. Those who are in perate need 
and who are looking to God in longing and er for 
his help,—to these also God says, “Behold, now is 
the day of. salvation”; and salvation means not only 
from eternal death but also from any and every dis- 
tress and temptation. At. England’s Keswick some 
years ago a printed card was. distributed, containing 
only two words, in capital letters. It read, “THOU — 
NOW.” If the child of God looks moment by mo- 
ment to the Lord Jesus Christ with those two words 


of faith in his heart and on his lips, all his needs will 
be met. 


The John Wesley of Norway 


N MARCH of last year the Norwegian people cele- 

brated the one hundredth anniversary of the death 

of the greatest figure in their religious history, 
Hans Nielsen Hauge, a man who, living a little later 
than Wesley, did for Norway much that the great 
English leader did for the English nation.‘ The Nor- 
wegian church was as the English sunk in the sleep 
of death. A great apostasy prevailed in the Lutheran 
churches of Scandinavia. Rationalism had come 
thither from Germany and had obtained a control 
of the extent of which Bishop Bang! tells us “it is 
now difficult to form any conception. Taught in the 
University of agen (where the Norwegian pas- 
tors were then trained), preached from most pulpits, 
smuggled into the common schools and by papers and 
books into the villages, it moved as a plague over the 
whole spiritual life of the nation. Under its supposed 
‘enlightenment’ the darkness was so great that day- 
light seemed gone forever.” 

There are many points of resemblance between the 
rationalism of that time and that of to-day, and it is 
worth while indicating some of them. It was quite 
commonly denied that the Saviour was a saviour or 
indeed anything more than a teacher. The clergy ridi- 


*Hans Nielsen Hauge og hans Samtid En Monographie 
af A. Chr. Bang Christiania Forlagt af Jacob Dybwad, 187s, 
and J. B. Bull, Hans Nielsen Hauge, Kristiania, 1909. Steen- 
ske Forlag. 


culed the idea of God's holy anger against man’s sin 
and of the need of propitiation: To such interpreta- 
tions they opposed what they called “the real religion 
of Christ.” They denounced the evangelical revival 
for teaching that man is by nature incapable of good, 
that the best of men are sinners deserving condemna- 
tion and that the worst need only to call upon Christ's 
death to receive forgiveness and pardon. Bishop 
Schoenheyder of Trondhjem who had spent three years 
in study in Germany was wont to declare that “the 
new birth is self-improvement to be attained by self- 
knowledge and industry. Among all thinking men 
faith is true and sound reason.” 

A catechism of Dean Berg described “the religion 
of Jesus” in question and answer. Jestis was a real 
man, but distinguished from his contemporaries by 
higher wisdom and exemplary conduct. “Do all of 
Jesus’ teachings apply to Christians of all time? No, 
when one reads the Bible one should distinguish be- 
tween what is for the first Christians and what is 
for ourselves.” “Jesus taught that the only right way 
of worshiping God is true uprightness.” 

Bishop Hansen of Kristiansand was the most ag- 
gressive of the modernists of old Norway. The fash- 
ionable opinions of the time were pushed by him with 
all the subtlety and persistence of our own Religious 
Education Association and he brought things to such 
a point that only one pastor in his whole diocese re- 
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mained evangelical. He organized everywhere reading 
circles, rationalistic ecclestolae in ecclesia, and took 
great satisfaction at the sight of their members “sit- 
ting in friendly groups talking with one another con- 
cerning good habits, the evils of superstition, and pa- 
triotic matters for the good of the fatherland.” 

It was social uplift, Americanization, and the like, 
in terms of eighteenth century Norwegian life, Feast- 
ing, comedies, card-playing were common incidents in 
the life of the clergy. With such examples the peo- 
ple fell to grosser vices. Yet as with the modernism 
of our day this rationalism was rather a movement 
among the theologians than among the people. “In 
general they did not understand the rationalistic priests 
and their foggy teaching.” While the multitude strayed 
hither and thither some few kept their religious life 
alive in their hearts by study of the spiritual classics 
of the North, such as Pontoppidans Laerobog. 

Into this nation, thrice dead spiritually like Israel 
at the close of the old dispensation, came the wilder- 
ness preacher, the vox clamantis, Hans Nielsen Hauge. 
On a bright April day 1796 he was plowing on his 
father’s farm singing at the same time a hymn of 
praise to Christ. He had just finished the second 
verse (“Strengthen me within that I may learn the 
Spirit’s power. , Make me thy prisoner in word and 
thought. Lead“me and draw me as in weakness I 
go.” ) when he felt such an uplifting to God that he 
was hardly longer conscious, He left the plow, and 
going home climbed to the loft where he was accus- 
tomed to sleep and laid himself pn his bed. ‘“Noth- 
ing in the world seemed longer’ worthy of interest. 
There was a glory which no tongue could express. 
My soul felt something divine and blessed.” It was 
the heavenly visitation to which John Masefield has 
given classic expression in his “Everlasting Mercy.” 
With sorrow over sin ke was filled with desire that 
men should be one with him in this grace. “I heard 
the Lord’s voice saying, ‘Whom shall I send to invite 
to my great communion feast, calling them from east 
and west, from north and south ?? I replied, ‘Send 
me,’ for my heart burned with love to all men.” 

This was his Isaiah call. Henceforth he felt an 
overpowering impulse to talk with men about their 
soul’s salvation. His nights were spent in Bible study. 
“I must speak His Word since I am driven thereto, 
so that I have no rest in my spirit.” 

He began preaching in the farm houses and was 
treated with such scorn that he longed even to die 
if he could but escape the burden of his call.. When 
his parents doubted whether a peasant’s son should 
preach, he would say, “Well, unlearned fishermen did 
it for Christ, and if a farmer may not fish as well as 
they he can at any rate sow the seed of the kingdom.” 

Yet he himself was not altogether satisfied with his 
answer, so unheard of a thing was it then for a plain 
unordained man to assume to evangelize. Fortunately 
there fell into his hands a book which convinced him 
of the validity of his call and from that time he passed 
through Norway “ with assurance, “Earth, earth, 
hear the word of the Lord.” It was an old Danish 
translation of Tauler’s life. “This book,” said he, 
“taught me to draw out of the depths of the spring 
that spiritual water by which the heart is purified.” 
But it also gave him confidence in the mission of the 
layman in the kingdom of God. For it was through the 
teachings of the Waldensian layman, Nicholas of Basel, 
that the learned Strassburg theologian had come into 
the power so that “a single sermon thereafter bore 
more fruit*than a hundred heretofore.” 

This confidence he passed on to others and his biog- 
rapher can say, “It was the Christian laity in the Nor- 
wegian church: who at this time preserved and handed 
down Christianity among the Norwegian people.” 
One group of lay preachers in Smaalene, awakened 
by Hauge and generally called “the teachers of 
Smaalene,” traveled on foot as far north as the Fin- 
mark, men on fire for the salvation of souls. The re- 
ligious ignorance of the time is almost inconceivable, 
Gerner, preaching from house to house, found “num- 
bers who did not know how many gods there are, not 
to speak of who had saved them or how they were 
to be saved.” Some said there were three gods, others 
five, and others did not know.” 

Hauge won first his mother and five sisters to the 
higher life. When on errands to town he would talk 
to-everybody he met concerning their soul's salvation. 
His appeal was not to the emotions pre-eminently, but 
to the will, and his word cut as a sword. He was 
clearly controlled by the Spirit’s power and he used 
to. affirm that when he considered beforehand how he 
should convince the ungodly and build up the believing 
he found himself powerless. When, however, in the 
feeling’ of his own helplessness he gave himself up 
altogether and bade God's Spirit direct his tongue, it 
was easy for him. to speak the way of life. He was 
a man of extraordinary kindliness. With a gentle 
word or a hand on a shoulder he could quiet the 
fiercest opponent. He knew his countrymen, especially 
the peasant folk au fond, Great companies would at- 
tach themselves to him when he was on the way to 
hold services and follow him thither, talking with him 
the while. 

As his ministry widened opposition was awakened. 
The rationalist clergy who could never give the peo- 
ple spiritual food, hunted him down with the aid of 
the police. The ‘parish priest in a Smaalene church 
actually drove away from the communion with a whip 
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two who had attended his meetings, crying, 
God’s house, ye hypocrites!” They called Hauge 
and his fellow workers “religious tramps intruding 
themselves into other men’s parishes,” and quoted 1 
Peter 4:15 concerning the allotrioe pisco pot. | The 
newspapers denounced them as “enlightenment’s ‘most 
dangerous enemies,’ ’ calling them “stupidity’s soldiery 
who weaken confidence in the All Good Being, 
whom they picture as a revengeful God that must be 
reconciled.” 

The Norske Intelligents-sedler (1799), the well-known 
Christiania newspaper, caricatured their teaching much as 
the modern Jntelligenz does: “Literalists without Chris- 
tianity’s spirit who point to Jesus’ death for remission 
of sin, saying that the world’s guilt is for all time 
paid, so that for all time humanity has now a free 
— to sin! Saints with howling voices and hanging 

eads. 


“Out of 
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Bishop Hansen, in a pastoral, ridiculed their ideas 
regarding the reality of Satan, 
and the power of prayer. Hauge in his judgment had 
weakened his mind by praying too much, He_ re- 
gretted that such writings as those of 4 Kempis, Buns 
yan, and Christian Scriver’s “Soul Treasure” ‘should 
be circulated among the people. On the other hand 
Bishop Brun. of Bergen, if contemptuous, was at. least 
not bitter. He wished that. “our seminarists) and 
priests, who for the most part can rarely quote a 
verse of the Bible accurately, had the Biblical knowl- 
edge of these unlearned men, and confessed that they 
naturally awakened a sensation where the people in 
the churches hear nothing of -God’s Word, but’ only 
the endless dry talk about reason and morality, coming 
no one knows whence, whether from Confucius, Zoro- 
aster, or Christ.” 

(To be concluded in next week’s issue.) 





Have Believers a New Body at Death? 


In- what body did Moses appear when he was 
seen on the Mount of Transfiguration with the Lord 


Jesus Christ? This question was.discussed in Notes 
on Open Letters of January 17, and now a New York 
State reader writes a further word on the subject, 
worthy of careful consideration: 


Permit me, for the sake of many who may be nearing 
“the valley of the shadow of death,” to refer to one of 
the great positive statements of God’s Word concern- 
ing the state of the Christian after death, as found in 2 
Corinthians 5 : 1-5. 

“We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in 
this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
with our house which is from heaven; if so be that 
being clothed we shall not be found naked. For we that 
are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not 
for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that 
mortality might be swallowed up of life. Now he that 
hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who 
also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.’ 

The assertion is positive. God himself has wrought 
us— prepared us, and the new building we are to oc- 
cupy when we leave this temporary tabernacle. 

We may leave the questionings as to the future state 
to those who do not know, but as for us who “know 
whom we have believed” we know he has a building 
ready to clothe our spirits when we leave this taber- 
nacle. 

In Hebrews 12 mention is made of “the spirits of just 
men made perfect.” It is not for us to question what 
manner of body God has prepared for us, or the nature 
of the body in which Moses and Elias appeared. The 
Bible is full of incidents in which angels appeared in 
bodily form. The Lord will perfect that which con- 
cerneth us, both here and there, where we shall see his 
face. What manner of body we shall inhabit is of his 
blessed choosing. 

May our greatest concern here be that the God of 
peace, who brought again from the dead that Great 
Sheffherd of the sheep, may sanctify us wholly, work- 
ing in us that which is well pleasing in his sight: for 

“marvelous is his condescension, wonderful his love; 
these bodies here and now are the temples of the living 
God. 


‘ 


This reader expresses the view that is held, by cer- 

tain Bible teachers, concerning the meaning of the 
“building of God, an house not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens,” which is promised to the believer. 
It is not the earthly, corruptible body; and those hold- 
ing this view believe it is not the resurrection body, 
which does not come to the believer immediately upon 
death, but only at the coming of the Lord. There- 
fore, according to this interpretation, believers are 
“clothed upon” at death with a by gp) heavenly 
body, until the time of the coming of the Lord when 
both living and dead believers will be given their 
resurrection bodies, 

On the other hand, there are sound commentators 
who do -not agree with this interpretation, but who 
believe that the passage in 2 Corinthians 5 refers to 
the resurrection body, as the “building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” 
which is to be given to the believer not at death, 
but later at the Lord’s coming. They understand that 
Paul, in this chapter, was expressing his earnest desire 
to live until the rd’s coming, in order that he might 
be “clothed upon with our house which is from 
heaven,” and “not be found naked,” as the disem- 
bodied spirit of the believer would be. They believe 
that it was because of. this that Paul wrote: “For we 
that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: 
not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, 
that mortality might be swallowed up of life,” 
seemingly an  expression..of. Paul’s desire not to die 
before the Lord’s return, but to escape death in the 
instantaneous change that will come to those “which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord.” 

Whatever may be the teaching of this passage, the 
believer is safe! He has nothing to fear from death, 
for “to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” So 
he shouts with the exultant apostle: “Death is swal- 





lowed up in victory... . Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Are “Grace” and “Love” the Same? 


I would like to have you explain this problem, which 
came to me in one of my prayer-meetings. 

I was speaking on the “Grace of God,” and some one 
remarked that they didn’t see any difference between 
the word “grace” and the word “love,”"—that they 
meant the same thing. Now to me there is a difference 
of meaning, but I couldn’t give the exact difference. 
Would you please differentiate? 

I would like to have you reply, and I will take. the 
privilege of reading your reply in the next prayer- 
meeting.—A Minnesota pastor. 


Grace is always love, but love is not always grace. 
God loves man, and God shows grace toward man. 

oer can love God, but man cannot show grace toward 
od. 

For grace is undeserved favor. It is obvious that 
man, God’s creature, cannot show “undeserved favor” 
toward God his Creator and Saviour. Yet man is 
commanded to love God, and by God’s grace can obey 
this command and enter into this privilege. 

God’s own definition of grace is found in Titus 3: 
4, 5: “The kindness and love of God our Saviour 
toward man... not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy.” Quoting 
this Scriptural definition of grace, the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible points out that grace “is, therefore, con- 
stantly set in contrast to law, under which God de- 
mands righteousness from man, as, under grace, he 
gives righteousness to man (Rom. 3:21, 22; 8:43 
Phil. 3:9). Law is connected with Moses and works ; 
grace with Christ and faith (John 1:17; Rom. 10: 
4-10). Law blesses the good; grace saves the bad 
(Exod, 19:5; Eph. 2:1-9). Law demands that bless- 
ings be earned ; grace is a free gift (Deut. 28: 1-6; 
Eph, 2:8; Rom. 4:4, 5).” 

Lewi is Sperry Chafer, in his great work on-“Grace,” 2 
says: “The one thought which is almost exclusively 
expressed in the New Testament by the word grace, is, 
in the Old Testament, almost exclusively expressed 
by the word favor. Grace is favor, and favor is grace. 
. . . Equal attention should be given to all passages 
wherein ‘either the word grace is used or favor is 
found. Grace means pure unrecompensed kindness and 
favor.” These seven fundamental facts about grace 
are given by Mr. Chafer: 


1. Grace is not withheld because of demerit. 
2. Grace cannot be lessened because of demerit. 
3. Grace cannot incur a debt. 


4. Grace is not exercised in the just payment of a 
debt. 


5. Grace is never the over-payment of a debt. 
6. Grace does not appear in the immediate divine 
dentings with the sins of the unsaved. 


Grace, does not appear in the immediate divine 
echae. with the sins of the saved. 


Grace is a boundless subject, and takes us into the 
heart of redemption and the wondrous love and mercy 
of God the Father through his Son our Saviour as 
made known by the Holy Spirit, 





2 Mr. Chafer’s book “Grace” is probably the completest 
Scriptural study of this great theme brought out in recent 
years, and offers exceptional material for sermons, Bible 
classes, prayer-meeting studies, and the enriching of the 
individual life by personal study. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50. 

ed 


The full edition of “The Life and Epistles of the 
Apostle Paul” by Conybeare and Howson, previously 
announced at $3, may now be obtained from The Sun- 
ec School Times Company, Philadelphia,.at $2, post- 
paid, 
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Why I Believe that Jesus Christ is God 


By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 


What say the Scriptures about 
the deity of Jesus 




















and was manifested unto us,” 

The Bible in its opening paragraphs presents 
man to us as created by God directly and separately 
from the whole animal kingdom and as made in God's 
own image and reflecting his character. But this 
blessed state vanished when sin and Satan entered, 
and man, unfit any longer to walk in intimacy with 
God, was driven out and the garden closed. This pre- 
cious original fellowship with God a degraded race 
still denies and dishonors. Before taking up the re- 
stored relationship for all who come to him by the new 
and perfect way of faith, let us briefly examine the 
prevalent latter day notions of man’s origin. 

Lost thus in sin and indifferent to his ancestry, man 
traces it along the gamut of the animal creation 
through multiplied millions of years, until he arrives 
in an archzan ooze of the palzozoic seas, where ar- 
riving at an impasse, namely, how ever life got into 
the ooze, he leaps lightly over the infinite gulf which 
separates life from death and postulates that pri- 
mordial organic eozoon as a natural product of the 
hitherto eternally dead matter, or he even looks up 
imto the infinite space of the starry heavens for some 
microscopic life germs conveyed to earth on a meteoric 
chariot of fire. But, again, life being assumed (that 
ever fatal flaw in the materialistic argument), how 
mext account’ for the subsequent miraculous changes 
im the animated bathybian slime, as it ever aspires in 
a deliberately determinate upward direction in ortho- 
genetic series, to culminate in man, so marvelously 
different from the rest of the animal kingdom in his en- 
dowment with a moral sense and with all his profound 
spiritual cravings? This clearly objective tendency of 
creation all theories of accidental variation and pres- 
ervation of the fittest fail to account for, excepting 
one, and that is the concept of my old friend and 
teacher, distinguished herpetologist and paleontologist, 
Professor Cope (I cite the Encyc. Brit., 11th ed., vol. 
27, p. 811): “E. D. Cope put such a line of argument 
in the most cogent fashion; the course of evolution, 
both in the production of variations and their selec- 
tion, seemed to him to imply the existence of an orig- 
native conscious directive force, for which he invented 
the term ‘bathmism’” (the italics are mine). 

Of Two Difficulties — Which? 

Cope felt, as many another great scientist, the pro- 
found and, may I add, almost hopeless mystery of 
the why and how of the whole thing and in his effort 
to clarify the situation, as it appears to some of us, 
gave the whole materialistic position away. The 


a Dek eternal life, which was with the Father, 


- bathmic idea of the primitive nebula, rock, or slime 


was then to lead upwards and onwards in an unin- 
terrupted progressive march (with innumerable side 
branches), in the direction 6f placing man upon 
earth, while at the same time preparing elaborately 
in animal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms for man’s 
advent by storing the earth with its marvelous multi- 
tude of organic and inorganic materials that he alone 
: of all the animals could utilize, these being designed 
to furnish him with fine buildings, sculptures, elaborate 
clothing, and in later days with factories, railroads, 
telephones, telescopes, and radios, and the multiplied 
thousands of other whatnots, together with an infinity 
of objects to delight and interest him, not omitting his 
spiritual apperceptions,—all being evolved from the 
bathmic purposes of that visitant meteorite, ancient 
rock, or protoplasmic ancestor. 
Of two difficulties, it is always wise to choose the 
lesser. _ Personally, I have no difficulty at all in be- 
lieving the miracles recorded so graphically, thrill- 
ingly and impressively in the. Bible, but this other 
miracle that life launched itself somehow mysteriously 
on a dead globe, and once launched began to develop in 
a definite determinate direction without the guidance 
of a creator, is so vast in its demands that my mind 
balks. Let me state the dilemma in another way. 
Either God created the primeval nebula, or the primi- 
tive stuff (Urstoff), initiated its own processes of 
condensation and revolvings, heating and cooling, and 
building up of its chemical constituents, and so ulti- 
. mately created us, with our capacity for love and all 
our longings for Him, and at last gave us the Bible 
and faith and our sure hope of eternal life in Christ, 
or that eternal unconscious nebula pregnant with all 
the possibilities of the future and all the complexities 
of the modern universe in posse, step by step produced 
them in esse. I would lose my mind, I think, if I tried 
to believe the latter fatalistic hypothesis, but I do find 
it simple and natural and easy to accept “In the be- 
ginning God created the heaven and the earth.” So 
of the two difficulties, God or no God, I joyfully choose 
the latter; yea, “God is the strength of my. heart, and 
my portion for ever.” 

Now grant me this simple comprehensive postulate, 
and all I ask follows naturally: “In the beginning 


“ Though scholars disagree, 
I find it daily true 
Christ Jesus does for me 


What only God can do!” 


So sang Elizabeth Cheney, the talented Chris- 
tian poetess. And this will ever be the experience 
of the true Christian, as Dr. Kelly shows in this 
fifth article of his series, “A Scientist’s Belief in 
the Bible.” While the believer will rejoice in the 
abundant and overwhelming evidences in God’s 
Word that Christ Jesus is the very Son of God, 
yet it is the realization of that fact in his personal 
experience through the inward witness of the 
Spirit that will enable him to say with Peter of old, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 


The entire series by Dr. Kelly is covering the 
following topics: 
How I Came to My Present Faith 
When the Higher Criticism Challenged My Faith 
I Believe the Bible to Be the Word of God 
Why I Accept the Bible Literally 
Why I Believe that Jesus Christ is God 
Why | Bekeve in the Virgin Birth of Jesus 
Why I Believe in the Blood Atonement 
Why I Believe in the Bodily Resurrection 
Why I Believe Christ is Coming Again 








God”; man made in his image; a “must needs be” in 
the coming in.of sin; sin introduced into this world 
by an evil rebellious spirit; the fall of man; God’s 
promise of redemption and all its foreshadowings in 
the Old Testament; in the New, God himself mani- 
fested in the flesh upon earth, come to destroy sin and 
break the power of its originator; God so revealed in 
his infinite perfections, and above all “God is love”; 
sin forever put away; the restoration of all things, 
and eternal peace amid the glories of a new heaven 
and earth worthy of the gigantic episode we have just 
been considering in God’s vast-universe. Why, the 
very meditation upon such a program commands as- 
sent with the trembling query, “Is it possible that I, 
overwhelmed by the consciousness of my sinful nature, 
may live to enjoy such a grand denouement ?” 

The whole Christian program we have just outlined 
hinges upon the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let 
us, therefore, examine the guarantees of this decisive 
factor from two directions: Is the deity of Jesus 
taught in the Bible? What difference is observable 
in my life consequent upon such a belief? 

First of all, then, what does the Bible say about 
Christ in prophecy in the Old Testament and in ful- 
filment in the New? A_redeemer was promised .Eve, 
one able to overcome Satan, whose head he would 
crush; and in all their parts the old Scriptures thrill 
with the unseen but shortly to be revealed presence of 
a mysterious person,—a revelation growing in ma- 
jesty as the centuries roll on; of the tribe of Judah; 
a prophet greater than Moses (Deut. 18); a king to 
sit upon David’s throne forever (Psa. 2; 89: 27-20; 45, 
cf. with Heb. 1:8); Messiah, God’s Son (Psa. 2) ; 
God’s Passover lamb (cf. Exod. 12 and John 1:29) 
come to bear the sins of the world (cf. Isa. 53 with 
John 3:16 and Acts 8: 30-35). And yet, “What is 
his name, and what is his son’s name, if thou canst 
tell” (Prov. 30:4). 

Mysterious in his origin, “a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchizedek,” of whom “The Lord said 
unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand” (Psa. 116), 
Jehovah's fellow (Zech. 13:7). Of him Isaiah wrote 
(ch. 9), “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given: and the government shall be upon his shoul- 
der: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to es- 





“The virgin birth is the great key to the Bible 
storehouse, nor is there any other which so 
quickly unlocks its precious secrets.” If this 
statement surprises us, we shall find Dr. 
Kelly’s article in next week’s issue of The 
Sunday School Times a wonderfully fresh, 
revealing study of the significance of the 
miracle which so many professing Christians 
to-day are questioning or denying. 











tablish it with judgment and with justice from hence 
forth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this.” In chapter 7, he is Immanuel, 
“which being interpreted is, God with us” (Matt. 1: 23). 

But what has the New Testament to say as we come 
down to the time of the presentation of the Messiah 
and the proclamation of his Gospel? What did the 
spiritually minded Jew at that time understand as to 
the person and character of “Him who was to come’? 

Ask John the Baptist (John 1:34), and he cries, 
“I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.” 

What sayest thou, Nathaniel? “Rabbi, thou art 
the Son of God” (John 1:49). 

And you disciples after companying with him? 
Peter replies for all, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” 

John the evangelist, why did you write your Gos- 
pel? “These are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believ- 
ing ye might have life through his name.” 

Mary through Luke reveals to us that fact most 
essential to our comprehension of sharing deity with 
the Father, the manner of his conception: “The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God,” and “He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Som of the Highest ... the Son of God.” 

Zacharias sings (Luke 1:68, 70), “Blessed be the 

Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed 
his people ... as he spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets”; and Zacharias’ own son, John the Baptist, ~ 
was to “be called the prophet of the Highest: for 
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare 
his ways.” 
_ What a galaxy of witnesses; surely further proof 
is superfluous, and we might rest the case right here 
as proved, Jesus died because of his special definite 
claim of Sonship at his trial when the high priest 
asked, “I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tel! 
us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.” He 
answered, “Thou hast said” (Matt. 26). 


Jesus Cannot Be Less Than God 


I recently wrote briefly about the use my friend, 
Dr. W. W. Keen, made of the word “worship” in the 
Gospels as proving the deity of our Lord, urging that 
it had no such clear and limited significance in Greek 
as it has at last by custom attained in English. I do, 
however, think that the Doctor is right in this, 
namely, that our Lord, and he alone, repeatedly re- 
ceived the profound reverence implied in the eastern 
posture of a suppliant at the feet, implying varying 
degrees of submission, reverence, and worship. 

Jesus means Jehovah my Saviour, for “It is he 
himself who shall save his people from their sins.” 
Can he who raised Lazarus dead four days be less than 
God? Was or was not that majestic sufferer God, 
who had power to lay down his life upon the cross, a 
voluntary sacrifice for sin, was buried, and in three 
days took it again and broke the power of death by his 
resurrection, who then companied at intervals with his 
disciples forty days, discoursing upon the kingdom of 
Heaven, while tested as to the reality of his substan- 
tial appearance by many infallible proofs, who at last 
ascended into Heaven and took his seat at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high and poured out his Holy 
Spirit upon believers? And what witness more im- 
portaat than that of this same Spirit proclaiming him 
at Pentecost, “Jesus of Nazareth,” “David’s Lord,” 
“God’s Holy One,” their “risen Messiah,” “That same 
Jesus . . . both Lord and Christ,” henceforth Jesus 
Christ, Christ Jesus, and Jesus Christ our Lord. 

What great lesson did Paul learn when smitten to 
th ground by the vision of him in his heavenly glory ? 


_ “Straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, 


that he is the Son of God” (Acts 9:20). To the Cor- 
inthians he writes of the “mystery; even the hidden 
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto 
our glory: which none of the princes of this world 
knew: for had they known it, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 2:7, 8). Paul 
designates Jesus as the Son, and the Son of God, twen- 
ty-four times in the Acts and the Epistles. 

_ John’s last message in his epistle is a cry of warn- 
ing against any denial cf the relationship of Christ to 
God as his own Father as the great latter day heresy, 
“He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son’; 
and “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son 
of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God”; also, 
“Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the-Son of God?” In no sum- 
mary should one omit the testimony of the fifth, the 
divinity chapter of John’s Gospel, where our Lord 
himself cites six testimonies to his sonship: His own 
claim, the witness of John the Baptist, the witness of 
the Father, his works, the testimony of the Scriptures, 
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and Moses’ testimony. I only cite further the “I 
am’s” of this Gospel, as identifying him with Jehovah 
in his infinite, unfathomable nature; note but one, “Be- 
fore Abraham was, I am,” and reflect upon it. 

Abundant and overwhelming as these evidences are, 
we may not hope to convince the skeptical by clear 
logic alone. Mere human wisdom can never avail to 
compass the things of God, for is it not written, “And 
they shall be all taught of God,” and “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 
Cor. 2:14); also, “No, man can say that Jesus is the 
Lord, save by the Holy Spirit”? (1 Cor. 12:3.) | 

This Spirit of love ever waits to draw us to Christ, 
the Son of God. The fault of any delay to acknowl- 
edge his claim rests not upon Him but with us, as he 
has said, “Ye will not come to me, that ye might have 
life’; while to the willing ones he says, “But ye have 
an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.” 
“Ye need not that any man teach you: but as the 
same anointing teacheth you of all things” (1 John 
2:27). “He that believeth on the Son of God hath 
the witness in himself” (1 John 5:10). 

Let me not, however, appear to depreciate the high 
potency of a God-inspired reason in our Christian life, 
for the objects of our faith, though above the dis- 
covery of reason, yet when revealed pre-eminently 
commend themselves to a purified reason. Also when 
the ebb of faith is low through physical or other in- 
firmity, we need constantly to hold fast by the will 
backed up by reason. The early registration of, an 
emphatic decision by the will at a time when the light 
shines brightly is a tower of strength later on in the 
darkness. The maturer the Christian, the more does 
he discover a heavenly reasonableness in all he finds 
and believes in the Word of God. 

What difference does such a belief make to me? 

It is of little moment whether I affirm in a creed 
that Christ is the Son of God or whether I deny it, if 
my belief remains a mere asseveration, a matter of 
words, which fails profoundly to affect my whole life. 
My Father will never honor an intellectual assent to 
a mere proposition, for his cry from Adam down 
through the ages ever is, “My son, give me thine 
heart”; heart and head must both be enlisted in his 
service, heart taking the pre-eminence. So I say, what 
difference then does my belief make? 

First and foremost, I know about sin and see sin 
in my nature and in the world as I never could have 
understood it apart from Christ on the cross. With- 
out Christ, the Son of God, I never could have un- 
derstood sin as an act of rebellion against the very 
throne of God, infinite in its consequences; this the 
experience of a long life confirms. Again, I had never 
known the meaning of that most precious word right- 
eousness, nor of the righteousness of God as mani- 
fested in his Son, nor of God’s grace, of faith, or in- 
finite love, all of which hinge on the deity of Jesus. 
These and many other words profoundly affecting my 
life have come through the Bible to have new mean- 
ings. Apart from the Bible, they have little if any 
meaning, while the Bible itself is saturated with these 
wonderful spiritual conceptions, enabling us poor sin- 
ners to share the very mind of God on these deep 
questions. . 

My narrow horizon, once halting at the margin of 
a grave, is now through Christ, the Son of God, limit- 
less in its expanse. Why, I lift my head by night with 
confidence and eager expectation and tell Arcturus, 
Vega, Aldebaran, Altair, Deneb, and Saiph, and all the 
heavenly hosts that in due time I shall visit and know 
them one by one in the ages to come, follow them as 
they grow old and then be present at the birth of the 
glories of a new heavens and a new earth. 

The precious parables of nature, separated from 
Christ's creative hand, lose their meaning, and the 
imagination which plays with tropes, metaphors, and 
parables giving lightness and beauty and grace to our 
language raising it out of the deadly commpnplace 
would then. appear only as a sort of meaningless friv- 
olity. Why, leave God out and alf real poetry dis- 
appears. Nor, apart from this faith, would we feel 
the thrill of the majesty of the mountains, of God's 
lofty storehouses of ice and eternal snows, of the glory 
of his vast panoramic canvases painted on our evening 
skies, in the heaven driven chariots with their plashy 
lightnings and the bursting storms when man and all 
created things seek shelter. Trials, sorrows, suffering, 
and patience, losing their meaning and robbed of the 
blessing with which he comforts and confirms his chil- 
dren in their faith in him, would leave only a residuum 
of bitterness and a memory of galling afflictions and 
nothing more. Of all the countless millions born of 
women in all the ages of the world, the Son of God 
alone came “to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, 
to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness” (Isa. 61:3). 

Without Christ, I lose God as my Father in any par- 
ticular and real sense such as I now have through adop- 
tion by the redeeming power of his blood. In John’s Gos- 
pel, the word “father” occurs one hundred and thirty- 
four times, and with the exception of eleven times is 
used of the sonship of Christ —ten of the eleven refer 
to the fathers in the wilderness, and to Abraham, and 
to Satan as the father of the unbelieving Jews; the 
last time of the eleven is in 20:17, where Jesus hav- 
ing lived, died, and risen again, having accomplished 
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his work, sends this special message to his followers, 

ou them with himself in the relationship to the 

Father as the great and final result of all his efforts: 

“Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto 

iF eeaaa and your Father; and to my God, and your 
oO 


If, therefore, Christ is not the Son of God, I lose 
my daily companionship with him and I have no ac- 
cess to the Father nor any guidance of his Holy Spirit, 
And shall I lag in my faith behind the Roman cen- 
turion at the cross in exclaiming, “Truly this was the 
Son of God’? 

If Christ is not God, prayer, so necessary to the 
spirit’s life becomes meaningless, and fails to pass 
beyond the sound od my voice. 

Life’s greatest blessings fade away, for the Son 
of God alone sanctifies all earthly relationships, his 
blessed gifts of mother, father, sisters, brothers, 
friends, all these laid upon the altar and given back 
ennobled and illumined with the light of that eternity 
into which our new-born spirits are launched. 

No longer can I live the blessed life of faith, know- 
ing my Father’s love to be vastly greater than all my 
circumstances at all times. 

No longer have I the clear assurance that righteous- 
ness and love will prevail, indeed have already prevailed 
ever since sin was judged upon the cross,or that in a 
little while he who is to come will come again and set 
up his glorious and everlasting kingdom, when right- 
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eousness. will cover the earth as the waters cover 
the seas, when “in that day shall there be upon the 
bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE Lorp; and the 
pots in the Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before 
the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah 
shall be holiness unto the. Lord of hosts” (Zech. 14). 

No longer, shall I find already here on earth my 
Ephesian portion in the heavenlies with him, and_be- 
gin here and now to live.on the old corn of the land 
eyen as I pass through the wilderness in my earthly 
pilgrimage. Life ceases to be a pilgrimage, — a home- 
going, and but a poor unsatisfying end in itself. 

And what of all the precious lives poured out upon 
the altar of faith by the noble band of martyrs and 
missionaries? All, all in vain! Nay, if Jesus is not 
the Son of God, then the world’s wisdom becomes the 
rule of life, “Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for to- 
morrow we die,” and the world’s greatest epitome of 
that wisdom is the unutterably sad Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam, the grave of all hope. 

Friend of mine, accredited exponent among men of 
earthly science, faith in Christ as God is a far higher, 
a heavenly wisdom (science) which you may not put 
into a crucible and issue the command “reveal thyself,” 
for it involves infinite love, the sum of all the loves of 
the universe and yet infinitely more. Be honest with 
this as with your earthly science and put the hypoth- 
esis to its own proper test and “Come and see.” 

BALTIMORE. 
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The Tragic Appeal of the American Indian 


What does the white man owe his red brother? 








By Howard B. Dinwiddie 
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What hast thou done? The voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground. 


IX thousand years ago God spoke these words to 
Cain, They would apply in our day, in our Amer- 
ican hemisphere, and to our race. The impact 

of men of the white race upon the red man, the In- 
dian, has been one of the bloodiest and most brutal 
pages of human history, with only fragments of that 
page written. Millions of lives among the great In- 
dian populations to the south of us were sacrificed in 
a brief period of time, according to the figures given 
by the Spanish conquerors themselves, 


What hast thou done? The voice of thy 
brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground. 


This cry of the brother’s blood against one of the 
families of the white race is a present matter, not 
merely one of ancient history. In the jungles of the 
vast Amazon watershed, violence and oppression are 
still to be found. Where members of the white race 
have settled and the Indians remain with them, they 
remain as virtual slaves. They are called peons or 
laborers, but the amount and the kind of remuneration 
for the labor is dependent upon the will or whim of 
their patron. An Indian woman in Peru recently 
thanked a member of our exploration party who had 
paid her for some eggs and chicken, for they had given 
her the privilege for the first time in her life of seeing 
money. : 

The Peabody Museum papers of Harvard Uni- 
versity tell of slaves being secured at the point of the 
rifle of white men who shoot down those who resist. 


. The wild Indian is regarded as legitimate prey for 


capture and virtual slavery to-day. The white man 
has denounced slavery in Africa. Other members of 
the same race practise it in 1924 in South America. 
The wild Indian is to be found beyond the trails of 
the rubber hunters in the Amazon jungles. Tales of 
ruthless slaughter of the Indian by the rifle of the 
white men are painfully prevalent. 

As the rubber hunters are remote from the influence 
or knowledge of legal authorities, they break at night 
into the houses of the Indian of the jungles and carry 
off their maidens as prey to their lust. Their cries 
are not heard by the law makers of earth, but there 
is a God in Heaven who hears. 


What hast thow done? The voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground. 
_ Not alone to the Spaniards of a preceding genera- 
tion or to the rulers of white strain of this generation 
does this call come. The Christian people of the 


white race have, largely through ignorance, passed by 
the Indian in their foreign missionary program. Five 
years ago the points of Christian missionary activity 
to the Indian in Mexico, Central America, and South 





America were tiny compared with the vast expanse of 
that race. To the white race, there are witnesses of 
hundreds of thousands of messengers of the Gospel. 
To the black man, there are in Africa to-day thousands 
of missionaries. To the brown man the missionaries 
in India alone approximate six thousand, while the 
yellow man in China and Japan some seventy- 
six hundred of ministers of the Gospel. But to the 
red man, our brother, the original owner of our hemi- 
sphere, there were until recently only a handful of 
witnesses in all Latin America. Thank God for these 
noble.and devoted pioneers, 

At a missionary meeting in Philadelphia, several 
years ago, a missionary said that thé mere mention 
of the few places at which missionary work had been 
begun would leave an exaggerated impression upon the 
minds of the hearers far different from the facts; 
the beginnings were so very tiny compared with the 
need. To the Christian church of the white race, 
there also apply the same searching words. 


What hast thou done? The voice of thy 
brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground. 


Tue INDIAN OF AMERICA 


Geographically, the Indian has the widest continu- 
ous range of any race on earth: From a short dis- 
tance inland from the Atlantic Coast of Brazil, the 
sun shines upon their homes in its westward course 
until its sinking rays leave the habitations of the In- 
dian in eastern Siberia. Within the confines of more 
than one half of the meridians of the earth’s longi- 
tude is the Indian to be found. From the Straits of 
Magellan on the south to the Arctic regions of the 
north stretch the homes of the Indian. Through South 
America, Central America, Mexico, United States, 
Canada, and Alaska, two-thirds of the distance be- 
tween the north and south poles, through the two 
American Continents and across the Bering Strait 
into Siberia, their habitations lie in an’ unbroken line 
ef countries for a stretch of ten thousand miles. 

Although the Indian, as a race is so widely dis- 
tributed, the great majority of the race, contrary to 
common thought, hes in Mexico, Central America, and 
South America. In these territories are to be found 
over 95 percent, possibly 99 percent of the entire race. 
Consequently, the home mission work which in only 
comparatively recent years has been prosecuted for 
Indians has affected only an exceedingly small pro- 
portion. 


Historically, when the white man was a savage, the 
Indian had a great degree of civilization. When the 
white man was clad in skins, the Indian dressed in 
clothing, the product of his own agricultural skill and 
textile arts. When the white man worshiped under 
the trees, the Indian worshiped his heathen gods in 
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mighty temples of stone. He erected buildings the 
white man cannot to-day reproduce. The Indian skill- 
fully fashioned stones of irregular form that are to- 
day so perfectly fitted without mortar that a knife 
cannot be inserted between them. How he trans- 
ported these masses of stones down deep ravines and 
up steep mountain sides to their present resting places 
is a mystery to the white man, The popular concep- 


‘tion of the Indian in the minds of the white race is 


that of the Indian of the early history of the United 
States and Canada. These were in most part the un- 
civilized outer fringe of great Indian civilizations. The 
Incas of South America and the Aztecs of Mexico 
have been immortalized in history. A greater civiliza- 
tion than these, that of the Maya of Central America 
and Southern Mexico, has only recently become known. 


Economically, the Indian, generally speaking, is the 
prey of the white man, who has for his former great- 
ness given him destruction and desolation. He is the 
laborer of the white man when he lives in his midst, 
his prey when he lives beyond his territory of occupa- 
tion, The parasites of tropical land fasten upon trees 
of sturdiest and most vigorous growth and drain the 
vitality for their showy leaves and flowers. So does 
the white man of the populous Indian sections of 
Latin America to-day draw upon the Indian for the 
very necessities of life. The Indian is the tiller of the 
soil, the bearer of its products, and the builder of white 
man’s home, but this Indian has no opportunity for 
legal protection and moral rights, and in only too many 
countries no voice in the government. 


Morally, it is a striking fact where he has not been 
debased by the white man the Indian appears to be 
the most virtuous race on the earth. Faithfulness in 
the marriage relationship and purishment of unfaith- 
fulness is most strikingly characteristic of this race. 


Religiously, the Indian is still a pagan. As a mis- 
sionary in close touch with them has said, “Roman 
Catholicism has not converted the Indian because he 
has a higher form of worship.” The worship of the 
images offered him to-day has less appeal to the In- 
dian than the worship of the sun, the mountain, and 
the other creatures of God’s handiwork. 

In the town of Chichicastenango, Guatemala, to- 
day can be seen Indians dressed in their age-old cos- 
tumes offering incense even upon the steps of the 
Catholic Church, as they did long before the Spaniard 
came. Inside of this church, the witch doctor can be 
seen practising his incantations. Upon a hill touched 
by the first rays of the rising sun to the south of this 
city is an ancient Indian altar. There the fallen stone 
god still receives worship. The blackened spots where 
incense has been freshly burned and the numerous 
paths leading through the bushes well trodden by the 
feet of the Indian bear testimony to the continuance 
of his ancient worship. This is true of many ancient 
ruins. 

One day, when viewing the appalling spectacle of 
utter devastation at Utatlan, the ancient capital of the 
Quiche tribe, I ascended to the top of an ancient altar 
from which the stone casing had been stripped and 
found there the remains of freshly offered incense. 
Near these ruins, I met an Indian whose face was 
not many shades darker than the white man, and who 
= pointed out to me as a descéndant of the Quiche 

ings. 

The Indian race is still groping for God. Former 
temples have been destroyed, ancient altars desecrated, 
but the Indian has not yet as a race received the mes- 
sage of God who sent his Son to the earth to die for 

im, 


Recent Missionary Movines 


In the year 1920, the writer was invited to attend 
for spiritual ministry the Annual Conference of the 
Missionaries of Central America, held in December, at 
Guatemala City. To the question asked the mission- 
aries as to the outstanding need of Guatemala, but 
one reply was received. It was the need to know the 
Indian problem from the missionary standpoint. There 
were sixty odd foreign missionaries to the twenty-five 
percent or less of people of Spanish strain, but only 
two (and those at that time only a brief time in serv- 
ice) devoting themselves primarily to the work for the 
Indian. Al! of the missionaries with whom I had con- 
tact were interested in the Indian, but most had their 
hands more than full with the work in progress among 
the Spaniards. 

The hearty invitation of the missionaries consulted 
was cabled to the Rev. L. L. Legters, now the field 
secretary of the Pioneer Mission Agency, to come to 
Guatemala and to inaugurate the first Indian survey. 
This he did, covering the problem of the Republic of 
Guatemala in the early part of 1921 with the invalu- 
able assistance of the missionaries. 

Five explorations to learn the missionary needs of 
the Indian race have been made since that time. It 
was discovered that the information available to mis- 
sion boards in this country was too meager and too 
fragmentary in character for missionary work to be 
inaugurated without fuller knowledge. In 1922, the 
Rev. L. L. Legters made a survey in Southern Mexico 
and I made an exploratory trip in the jungles of east- 
ern Honduras. In 1923, Mr. Legters completed the 
survey of Mexico, being greatly assisted by the Gov- 
ernment census just recently completed, and I had the 
privilege of an exploratory trip of six thousand miles 
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in South America, touching Panama, the Pacific coast 
of Colombia, Ecuador (in which every province was 
entered but one), the northeastern part of Peru, and 
crossed Brazil, emerging from the Amazon watershed 
at the Atlantic. This fifth exploration was- financed 
by the Christian and Missionary Alliance, which also 
supplied the Rev. George P. Simmonds as a valuable 
and faithful traveling companion, 

In the territory covered in the completed first five 
surveys, there was found need in Mexico, Central 


-America, and South America among different lingual 


or geographically separated groups of Indians, for 
the initial occupation of seventy-five men, in addition 
to women. f these, nine have been definitely pro- 
vided for since my return to the United States at the 
pn ig 1923, and other prospective missionaries are in 
sight. 

Inquiries from contributors, regarding the support 
of missionaries, and prospective missionaries about 
agencies under which they can operate are gladly re- 
ceived and answered by the Pioneer Mission Agency. 

A great increase of interest and desire to do mis- 
sionary work among the Indians has been seen in the 
last five years. In April, 1924, an Indian Commission 
was formed in the United States to represent all mis- 
sion agencies in stimulating evangelization. On both 
sides of the Atlantic, the tide of interest is steadily 
rising. 

The increased interest at home is ——— by the 
workings of God on the field. In Guatemala, Central 
America, the first country of visitation on the foreign 
field in December, 1920, at the request of Mr. W. 
Cameron Townsend of -the Central American Mission, 
I addressed the first conference of Christian Indians 
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town of San Antonio, near Antigua, was not suffi- 
cient, so the audience met under a booth roofed with 
green boughs and constructed especially for the pur- 
pose. The deep carpet of pine needies and the booth 
beautifully decorated with oranges and tropical plants 
made a striking appearance. 

_ More impressive was the spectacle of Indian Chris- 
tians, in the garb of their respective towns, greeting 
one another the first time as Christian brethren. To 
the little audience of members, slightly over.one hun- 
dred, was given the Scriptural instruction of their ~ 
responsibility under God to carry the Gospel to those 
that spoke their own tongue. At that:time, there were 
only a few hundred of Indian Christians associated 
with the Spanish congregations of Guatemala. One 
afternoon at that conference some sixty dedicated them- 
selves and all they had to the task of the evangel- 
ization of the other members of their race. 

_ Within three years subsequently, the number of In- 
dian believers of Guatemala increased to approximately 
three thousand. This has been accomplished largely 
through the ministry of the Indians, taught and trained 
by the missionary. 

But this increase affects only one country and a very 
few tribes. Hundreds remain yet. The descendants 
of ancient civilizations, the numerous savage tribes, 
and the domesticated peons of the Amazon Valley have 
as yet not heard of the Christ who died for them. 

What hast thou done? The voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground. 

May every Christian who reads this ask the Lord 


Jesus Christ, “Lord, what will thou have me to do?” 
and hearing His will, do it. 


held in that country. The little chapel in the Indian PHILADELPHIA. 














The Great Enlightenment 


One way of working that missionary service for 
your Sunday-school or young people’s society 


By Florence B. Clapp 











the Central Presbyterian Church of Orange, 

N. J., a missionary program was given that 
roved to be very heipful. The idea was my son’s, 
erome B. Clapp, and I worked out the manuscript. 

At the end of the opening exercises, the young man 
who took the part of the heathen came into the room 
wearing, over his suit, a sheet draped to represent a 
Hindu robe, and on his head a turban made from a 
white bath towel. ae : 

The heathen kept one copy of the service in his 
hand, not attempting to memorize all the questions and 
answers. Another copy was cut up and the answers 
were distributed among the boys of his Sunday-school 
class who sat in various parts of the room. 

When the “heathen” asked a question, any one was 
at liberty to answer it, and all of those present were 
encouraged to take part. If no one answered, then 
the boy who had the slip containing the answer read it. 

Every one seemed interested through the entire 
program, and I am passing it on in the hope that 
it may help some other young people to comprehend 
the blackness and despair of millions in other lands 
who are without Christ, many of whom would re- 
ceive him gladly if they but knew about him. 


Enter Heathen. Saunters over to desk. 

Some one asks, “Who are you?” 

Heathen—Who am I? I ama Heathen. I’ve come 
in here to find out why you are all gathered here. 
What is this big house? 

Answer 1.—We are a part of the Church of God, 
and we have come to this building to worship him. 

Heathen-—God? Who is he? In China the people 
pray to their ancestors as gods. In Africa in some 
places they pray to images and idols, to sticks or stones. 
Are these your gods? 

Answer 2.—No, indeed. Stones and images and an- 
cestors are not, and never were, real gods. The idols 
of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men’s 
hands. They have mouths, but they speak not. Eyes 
have they, but they see not. They have ears, but they 
hear not, neither is there any breath in their mouths. 
They that make them are like unto them, and so is 
every one that trusteth in them. 


Heathen.—lf the gods that my heathen friends and 

pray to and worship are not real gods, who és the 
teal god? 

Answer 3.—God, He is that wonderful, eternal Being, 
Jehovah, who preserves and governs everything by his 
almighty power and wisdom. In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth. “Create” means to 
make something out of nothing. Only one God, Je- 
hovah, could do that. God created every living crea- 
ture that moveth. He created man in his own image, 
male and female created he them. In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. All things were made by him, and 
without him was not anything made that was made. 


Heathen—He must be a wonderful God if he is 
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able to do all that. I never heard of a god who could 
do so much. Tell me more about him! 

Answer 4.—You must worship him and him alone, 
because he said to the children of Israel over three 
thousand years ago: I am the Lord thy God, thou shalt 
have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make 
any images or idols or bow down to worship them, 
for I, the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
sins of the fathers upon their children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren of those who hate me, but 
showing tender kindness to thousands of them that 
love me and keep my commandments, 


Heathen.—Oh, do you think I could be good enough 
to have your God show me tender kindness? I would 
like to love him and keep his commandments! What 
are they? Are they hard to keep? 

Answer 5.—No, they are very easy, if you are sin- 
cere. God gave ten commandments, which summar- 
ized are: Thou Shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy. heart and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. The second 
is like it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, 
Believe on the name of his son, Jesus Christ, and love 
one another as he has commanded. 


Heathen.—That’s pretty hard for a fellow like me, 
who has selfish thoughts and who is sinful, and who 
does things he is sorry for. I’m sure I never could 
love my neighbor as much as I do myself. Or love 
God with all my heart and soul and mind, even if 
I wanted to, because something makes me do wrong 
things even when I try not to. I’d have to be perfect 
to do all that. I can’t do it! What makes me so bad? 

Answer 6.—Satan. He tries to make every one do 
wrong. Whoever committeth sin is of the Devil for 
the* Devil sinneth from the beginning, and he wants 
to claim you. 

Heathen.—But what am I to do? If Jehovah God 
wants me to be perfect, and the Devil wants to make 
me sin, what will happen if I follow either one? 


Answer 7.—lf you obey God he has said: Eye hath 
not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man the wonderful and beautiful things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him. But if 
you follow Satan you will share his fate, who de- 
ceiveth the whole world; who was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone and shall be tormented day and 
night forever and ever. 

Heathen—What a terrible fate! If I follow God 
he wants me to be perfect. I can’t be perfect 
through Satan’s temptations, I will be cast into hell, 
What shall I do to escape? Oh, isn’t there some one 
to help me? Oh, wretched man that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death? 

Answer 8.—There is therefore no condemnation for 
them who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh but after the Spirit. Jesus Christ is able to save 
you from the Devil and the punishment of your sins. 

Heathen.—Who is Jesus Christ? 

(Continued on page 228) 
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is the presence of a Protestant orphanage in the 

Escorial, the home of Philip II, the very_center 
of the terrible web that once stretched across Europe 
and the Americas. This is an institution of the German 
evangelical mission in Madrid which is led by Pastor 
Theodor Fliedner, the grandson of the great Fliedner 
who pioneered deaconess work in Germany. This mis- 
sion consists of the Jesuskirche in Madrid with many 
outstations, a press, book store, colportage work, or- 
phanage, a large cluster of elementary schools, and a 
flourishing Academy El Porvenir, “The Future,” with 
225 Spanish young people. These schools are naturally 
an eyesore to the Jesuits, who have duplicated them 
all in their immediate neighborhoods with far cheaper 
schools. Their competition, however, is vain. 

In the Jesus church between four and five thou- 
sand Catholics listened to the Gospel last year. Its 
members are poor, yet in spite of the hardness of the 
times they have, in ten years, increased their gifts 
fivefold. 

All the threads of these manifold enterprises run 
into the central building in which the high school is 
housed. The debdcle in Germany forced Fliedner to 
put a mortgage on it, —he has a staff of forty workers 
(of whom twenty-eight are German and Spanish 
preachers) to keep going. The Jesuits would gladly 
force a foreclosal. To them a Protestant orphanage 
in the Escorial is as sharp an affront as the Prot- 
estant college in Rome overlooking the Vatican. 

If this mission can be tided over the present years 
it will come back, and this is true of the German mis- 
sions generally. Let us remember how during our 
Civil War the Free Church of Scotland contributed 
. keep American missionaries in the East on their 
eet. 


The Receding Waters.—Dr. Ihmels, the director of 
the Leipzig mission, in announcing the permission to 
the missionaries of this society to return to their Af- 
rican fields, recalls that when the War shut off com- 
munications and compelled the withdrawal of mission- 
aries, a speaker at the Society’s annual meeting preached 
from the text, “And the Lord shut him in.” He com- 
pared the mission to Noah who, in the, remote past, was 
preserved from the flood and shut up to meditation 
and communion with God. When in 1924 there were 
signs of better times for German missions, the text 
used at the annual meeting was “Then the Lord thought 
on Noah,” and now that finally the flood of war and 
post-war trouble is receding, Dr. Ihmels suggests as 
an appropriate text, “So Noah went out.’ “What was 
the first thing he did,” continues Dr. Ihmels, “when 
again he stood on solid land?” He offered up sacri- 
fice to God, and that is what we German Christians 
must do in the opening of the new era, — sacrifice for 
missions.” 


O'%: of the Most Astonishing Ironies of History 


A Testimony of a Christian Magazine.—La Bonne 
Revue, edited by those devoted Christians, M. and 
Mme. Contesse of Digne (in France), has just com- 
pleted its twentieth year, and on this happy occasion 
the management tells the story of its founding. It is 
a Christian magazine for Bible study, Christian news 
and testimony, with departments of hygiene and home 
management, edited with skill and taste, loyal to the 
wore and waiting on the coming of Christ. 

Early in 1905 the need of such a_ publication in 
French, standing for the integral and infallible Word 
of God and suited to all members of a family, was 
strongly impressed upon the Contesses. When they 
sought advice they were almost unanimously dissuaded. 

“Capital was lacking. Other struggling Protestant 
publications would be subjected to an unnecessary com- 
petition.” All the objections were marshalled and all 
seemed sound. Yet the call continued. 

So they did the mad thing. Having two hundred 
francs (forty dollars), they spent it all in publishing 
the prospectus of a coming magazine, though they 
had not one pledged subscriber or a single centime 
at their disposal. 

“Was it faith or folly?” they ask and counsel no one 
to embark on such enterprises without having ob- 
tained from God like formal assurances of blessing. 

Four hundred subscribers answered the prospectus: 
The magazine was launched. It grew. When the 
War broke out it had two thousand subscribers. It 
was suspended for three months ; then resumed its 
course. Never was a more inauspicious time for new 
publications than the present, yet since the War the 
subscriptions to La Bonne Revue have so climbed that 
it now enters seven thousand families. “Not one day 
has God failed to fulfil his promise, ‘I will be with 
you. 


A Mission on the Montmartre.—On the heights of 
the Montmartre rise the shining alabaster domes of the 
Sacré Coeur basilica, the most compelling sight in the 
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Paris sky-line. It was built as a votive church, the 
symbol of the dedication of France to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus after the defeat and humiliation of 
1870-71. It is a symbol, too, of the degenerate form 
of religious faith into which Romanism has sunk in 
later years. 

On the Rue Belliard, a little back of the Sacré 
Coeur in a swarming working-class quarter, is a new 
enterprise, the Paris Tabernacle Church and Mission, 
of which Pasteur Blocher is the leader. This. group 
of courageous Christians are face to face with the 
might of modern Rome, so proudly expressed in the 
neighboring marble church; also. with the might of 
the revolutionary spirit which rules in this proletariat 
quarter. They have cut themselves off from the sub- 
sidy which once came from American Baptists be- 
cause of a sturdy unwillingness to compact with mod- 
ernist tendencies and for the building of the taber- 
nacle have ’already contributed 190,000 francs, which 
means extreme self-sacrifice, for they are a poor peo- 
ple. The basement hall is already in. use. 

The chief colporteur, M. Henry -is an ex-sailor, a 
Breton and former Catholic, who dedicated himself 
to God at a terrible juncture in a bombardment. With 
his associate, M. Charlet, a former ath<ist, he visits 
from house to house in the Montmartre quarter. 
Harder work could scarcely be conceived. Even when 
they get by the conciérge they have to face hostile 
homes and mocking tongues. Yet in two years they 
have sold fifteen hundred Bibles and Testaments and 
distributed thousands of Gospels. They also sell 
Scriptures from folding tables at the gates of Paris. 
Open-air preaching is forbidden in the city, but a 





Pentecost in Budapest 





The mission of the Free Church of Scot- 
land to the Jews of Budapest was established 
eighty years ago. Twoconverts, Adolf Sap- 
hir and Alfred Edersheim, came to it in its 
early days whose services to English-speak- 
ing Christianity have been of imperishable 
value. But for decades the work has been 
hard and without large visible fruit. Now 
at Jast is coming the ingathering. In the 
past seven years, 2500 Jewish converts have 
been received into the Presbyterian church 
of Budapest alone. In the three years 1919- 
21, over 1100 Jews entered the Lutheran 
churches in Vienna and some hundreds more 
have joined the Reformed church. 











place between two spheres of administration has been 
discovered, a sort of neutral zone, and here on Sun- 
day afternoons they preach to hundreds, no man for- 
bidding. A flourishing Sunday-school is also gath- 
ering. Most striking of all is the zeal of this con- 
gregation of the poor for missions. One member has 
become an evangelist at Paimpol in Brittany, another 
in the Alps District of Savoy, stil another in the 
Ardéche in the South of France. In the French col- 
onies, three are already preaching the Gospel, and two 
more are on the way to Aba in Central Africa, where 
they will work under the African Inland Mission. 
Six others are in training at the Nogent Bible Insti- 
tute. 

Certainly a church with this courage and this spirit- 
ual fire ought to be helped to its building. And who 
can help better than our own people with the leverage 
which the tremendously favorable exchange with 
France gives? 


Professor Zahn of Erlangen, an erudite of the first 
rank, who supports the evangelical tradition with all 
the keenest tools of the critic’s trade, has just pub- 
lished the first volume of his work on the Revelation. 
He holds that its author was the epistethios, the be- 
loved apostle, John, the son of Zebedee. True, there 
are discrepancies in style between the Gospel and the 
Revelation, but the visions, he thinks, were written 
down in John’s Hebraic Greek as they came to him 
while the Gospel received the revision of Greek friends 
who co-operated in this way with the evangelist. Zahn 
believes that the Apocalypse is in fact a survey of the 
age which closes in the second coming of our Lord. 


Irish Evangelists.—Mention has been made in this 
department of the evangelistic ministry of Mr. Peter 
Connolly, a converted Irish Catholic, of Mr. T. P. 
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O’Connor, also a converted Iclikiman, éx-Cathélic and 
former aviator in the British army. who is now preach- 
ing the Gospel, and of Lieutenant John C. Twomey 
of the British navy, who is active as a lay evangelist. 
The Life of Faith now reports the evangelistic work 
of Colonel H. Moore, formerly of a Somerset Infan- 
try regiment, who has left the ihe of Rome and 
is preaching with Lieutenant Twom 

A colporteur says (in the Christian. “Trishman) that 
the Catholics of Ireland are quite outspoken in their 
expressions of loss of faith in priestly guidance. Théy 
had been told that Home Rule would bring them- lower 
taxes, greater prosperity, greater freedom, and the 
blessing of God. It has actually brought great dis- 
illusionment in all directions. In one conversation 
which this colporteur had with a Catholic the ‘latter 
remarked that from his youth he had studied the lives 
of his Protestant neighbors and believed them far 
more consistent than Catholics in Sabbath-keeping and 
other ways. 


The Perverse Fantasy of Criticism has produced 
another marvel. H. Raschke, a Lutheran parson of 
Bremen, in Die Werkstatt des Markusevangelium tells 
us that “the assertion of the historical existence of 
Jesus Christ was the protos pseudos, the initial lie, 
of Christian development.” The Gospel of Mark was 
the Gospel of Marcion! This Gospel relates nothing 
of an historical life of Jesus, but in the form of 
an account of the Galilean wanderings of Jesus the 
writer describes how the religion of Christ spread 
before his eyes.” The religion of Christ, be it under- 
stood, has nothing to do with Jesus, but is the cult 
of the Gnostic god Chrestos! 

That’s enough. Professor Strathmann in the All- 
gemeine Kirchenszeitung describes this book as an ex- 
pression of the religious neurasthenia of our day. The 
making of worthless theological books is a great in- 
dustry in which Germany appears to run America a 
close second. 


The Holy Year.—The deference which the Italian 
government is at present showing in various ways to 
the Vatican has its explanations: One must remem- 
ber the financial situation of post-war Italy. A bal- 
ance is year after year due the foreigner because of 
imports and interest on national debt. But what tour- 
ists leave in Italy is an important item on the right 
side. The Holy Year will bring the enormous stream 
of five hundred thousand pilgrims to Rome. It is 
estimated that they will spend two billion lire. This 
is as good and even better than an export of manu- 
factured goods to the same amount. So the Italian 
government feels constrainéd to give a legislative push 
in this or that direction for the Vatican’s benefit. The 
Bottega di Roma, the shop of Rome, is still a financial 
power with its indulgences and other spiritual wares. 

What will these hundreds of thousands carry back 
with them in return for these milliards spent in Rome? 
They will receive full deliverance from the pains of 
purgatory. Christ and the saints have a spiritual treas- 
ure upon which the head of the Roman church can 
draw. his he releases for the benefit of the pilgrims 
of 1925. “Rome is the city,” he tells us, “which our 
Saviour has chosen to be forever the center of re- 
ligion.” Not so did the prophet foreseé. It was to 
the mountain of the house of the Lord that all na- 
tions should flow. That will be the true Jubilee, the 
looked for Holy Year unstained of mammon. 

The Italian government issues special eee post- 
age stamps for 1925. The church is enabled by some 
concordat to profit by this issue, twenty-cent stamps be- 
ing sold for thirty, and so up. The railways oi Italy 
and the neighboring countries give special rates, issu- 
ing tessera feroviara, which make possible a_reduc- 
tion of thirty percent for single travelers and forty 
percent for those traveling in groups. And _ parties 
and groups of all sorts are being made up to fare to 
the Eternal City in the quest for security in the life 
to come. A special train will pull out of Cologne next 
April on its southward journey, every traveler on 
which will be a member of the German nobility. 


The American Mercury is carrying on a_continuous 
campaign of insult against Protestant Christianity. 
This is so coupled with incessant and violent attacks 
upon the Eighteenth Amendment as to make one al- 
most suspect the drink’ interests to be somewhere in 
the background. For one and all in the nether world 
hate the church as the chief force which ‘laid low 
their profitable trade. It is not necessary to lend an 
ear to this clamor, but there is one charge which 
might be sifted. A very considerable export trade 
is said to be carried on by missionaries in treaty ports 
in jade ornaments, silks, embroideries, and mah. jong 
sets. These are more substantial articles of traffic 
than the imponderabilia of the Holy Year, but can 
Protestant missionaries afford to run the risks to 












































































Lesson for April 19 
Acts 4:1 to 5:11 


which traffic-in such things may expose the reputation 
of the Christian cause? 

The Harrisists of the Ivory Coast.—A recent num- 
ber of Foi et Vie prints a long report concerning this 
remarkable movement. Though urgently in need of 

uidance it continues to advance. The fetishes destroyed 
in 1916 have not reappeared. The steady movement is 
all the more remarkable in that the animist popula- 
tions have never yielded to the insinuating Moslem 
propaganda as elsewhere, and Islam is even retrograd- 
ing in the north of the Ivory Coast. Churches and 
parsonages grow in number, some of them so substan- 
tial that they would do credit to an English village. 
Simpler prayer-houses abound, and the blacks come 
together to worship the one true God, of whom Harris 
has told them, but of whom they know little else, save 
that He is the true God. 

The movement insists on absolute Sunday rest. Let 
a ship present itself at Abidjan or Grand-Baassam Sun- 
day morning, and the blacks will refuse to load or un- 
load under any circumstances. It also fights alcohol- 
ism, and lays stress on obedience to the government. 
From the Gold Coast or Sierra Leone Protestant lay- 
men, colored clerks or laborers, cross the borders to 
baptize new converts. Harris himself preaches a foun- 
tain of living waters free to all, proclaims salvation 
in the name of Jesus only, and before baptizing places 
a Bible on the head of the candidate, urging him to 
receive all who believe the Book and to repulse others. 

The writer of this report met a prosperous busi- 
ness man, a Negro, who had been converted by Harris’ 
preaching. He was active in meetings and generous in 
contributions to church building. This witness wrote 
as an appendix an account of Harris’ methods and 
ways. He never carries anything with him, not even 
a centime, but depends on the Lord to provide for 
his simple personal wants. A present he never accepts, 
unless it be food. 

French Catholic Missionaries acknowledge all the 
moral improvement which this spontaneous outbreak 
of simple Christianity has brought, Pére Gonju says 
of Harris: “He has done in some months what we 
have not been able even to mark out in twenty years.” 
In order to capture the movement, Rome is to open 
three new stations where it is strongest. The French 
colonial government is using pressure to force these 
new Christians into Catholicism and has gone so far 
as to destroy houses of prayer in villages where the 
people decline to be manipulated. Many such have 
been turned over to the Catholics. It is the spirit of 
the dragonnades appearing in the twentieth century as 
a dozen years ago in Madagascar. 

About a third of the converts have yielded to this 
pressure, although it is almost certain they would 
desert Catholicism were it removed. The others have 
stood firm for ten years and are begging for Protes- 
tant teachers and missionary leaders. 

Italian Protestantism in New York is rapidly ex- 
panding. The city has a larger Italian population than 
Rome. Thirty years ago the only Italian Protestant 
church was that connected with the old Broome Street 
Tabernacle. Now there are more than fifty Italian 
aaa churches and missions in greater New 

ork. 

« This great progress is largely due to Dr. Pirazzini’s 
Italian department in the New York Bible College on 
Lexington Avenue. Thirty-five of the best students 
in this department have been Catholic priests or monks. 
In fifteen years the college has trained a hundred and 
forty-seven Italian workers and ministers, more than 
all other Protestant agencies combined. 

There are special advantages in this interdenomina- 
tional training. Our own church divisions seem natu- 
ral enough to us because of our familiarity with their 
history and because of the actual unity of feeling which 
lies behind them. But to Catholics they seem a scandal 
and they think of Evangelicalism as hopelessly divided 
in a way in which it certainly is not. Many broad- 
minded priests would soon leave Rome, Dr. Pirazzini 
tells us, if they were clear on this point. They are 
greatly helped to a true understanding by contact with 
evangelical Christians working harmoniously in a sin- 
gle institution. Italian students in this institution come 
in constant contact with American students which is 
good for both. They have, too, endless opportunities 
for evangelical work among the six hundred thousand 
Italians of the city. 

In this connection it is interesting to read in the 
Osservatore Romano (Oct. 10), the organ of the Vati- 
can, this notice: “A translation of the four Gospels in 
Italian has just issued from the Tipografia Opera of 
Cardinal Ferrari of Milan. It is provided with sober 
yet very useful notes. In the face of the persistent 
Protestant work of penetration the need of raising a 
dike was urgent and felt of all.” 

This translation is preceded by an Introduction from 
the pen-of G. Papini. He says truly, “The Gospel, 
unique witness of a voluntary humiliation by the Most 
High, shguld be read with humility.” Then he con- 
tinues cit should be read) with “obedience to those 
who to-day are the successors of the happy ones to 
whom the Gospel was given both before and after the 
resurrection’; in other words, in obedience to the 
clergy of Rome. 

Some Problems on the Foreign Field.—The mis- 
sionary often has difficulties of which we at home are 
not aware, Converts are made. What is the next 
step? To organize the churcli, naturally. But these 
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babes in Christ may have no conception of organiza- 
tion and self-government. 

The British authorities have been unable to set up 
any native courts among the Burum tribesmen of the 
Sudan because of the sheer inability of the people to 
operate them. The British official is pestered by 
crowds seeking his judgment on petty wrongs or 
squabbles. The large Burum tribe has not yet pro- 
duced a jurist competent to adjudicate upon a simple 
case of chicken-theft. 

How can they be trained? A handful of Christians 
is being taught the elements of self-government, to 

ss upon the admission of new members, and the like. 

ut it is a task which demands unending patience. 

The Burum live in tin-mining regions and receive 
large pay for labor. The church cannot compete with 
the mine operators in salaries. This is not to be re- 
gretted, for the natives are fluent speakers, and would 
gladly serve as paid preachers. And this is just what 
would cripple their message. The heathen must not 
suspect the evangelist as moved by motives of inter- 
est. So converts are encouraged to go into unevan- 

elized communities, there to establish themselves as 
armers, working weekdays and preaching Sundays. 
The Burum are home-lovers; they have not even “seen 
Burum-land first,” and nothing but the grace of God 
would drive them out to other tribes. But they will 
move less reluctantly later on. The Yergum churches 





The Bible in Broad Scotch 


We are being flooded with new transla- | 

tions of Scripture. That of Prof. Goodspeed 
is as hard as Chicago pavements. That of 
Moffatt is scarcely less prosaic, It is interest- 
ing to compare his version of the 23rd Psalm 
with Wm. Wye Smith’s translation into 
broad Scotch (The Blythe Message in Broad 
Scotch). The latter runs, 


The Lord is my Shepherd; my wants are 
a’ kent (known): the pasture I lie in is 
growthie and green. 

I follow by the lip o’ the watirs o’ peace. 

He airts (directs) me for his ain name’s 
sake in a’ the fit-roads o’ his holiness. 

Aye and tho I bude gang (must go) throwe 
the howe (hollow) whaur the deid-shadows 
fa’ I se fer (shall fear) nae skaith (harm) nor 
ill for that yersel is aye aside me. Yer rod 
and yer cruik they defend me. 

My table ye has plenish’t afore the een 
(eyes) o’ my faes (foes); my heid ye has 
chrystit wi’ oyle: my cup is teemin fu. 

And certes, tenderness and mercie sal be 
my fa’ to the end o’ my days; and I sal bide 
i’ the hoose o’ the Lord forevir and evir mair. 





There is a version to put beside that in 
King James’—as hatural and as appealing to 
the heart as a Scotch folk song. 











have been organized on this principle of self-govern- 
ment, self-support, and self-propaganda. They con- 
stitute a missionary church, the half of whose mem- 
bers have left home and settled in other districts or 
among other tribes. In every case but one these Yer- 
gum missionaries are self-supporting, ahd this excep- 
tion is financed by his fellow Christians and not from 
Europe. Most if not all of the Yergum Christians 
have learned to read from the Gospel, Old Testament 
stories, and other literature translated into the Yer- 
gum tongue. . , : 
“The advance made in the missionary occupation of 
the Sudan during the past few years,” writes the sec- 
retary of the Sudan United Mission, “is remarkable. 
So far as work among pagans is concerned there is 
now no room for any other society to enter Northern 
Nigeria. The still untouched pagan field in that ter- 
ritory should easily be occupied by the natural expan- 
sion of the organizations already in the country.” 


Bible Society Stories.—The race of Pauls is still 
with us. One day last year a weather-beaten, way- 
faring man, his shoes nearly worn off, his clothes tat- 
tered, came into the Bible Society’s depot at Val- 
paraiso, Chile, to buy copies of Scriptures. He had 
worked his way to the city from Punta Arenas at the 
extreme southern end of the Republic, now by steamer, 
now on foot, and sometimes by train, in order that he 
might circulate the printed Word among his people. 
He had support from no organization, though he ac- 
cepted such hospitality as was offered him by the way. 


A Bulgarian Bought a New Testament from Col- 
porteur Manoloff, and his whole point of view was 
changed by reading it. For once instead of studying 
the Word he busied himself with kissing ikons, and 
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unfortunately being, like Zaccheus, little of stature, 
when he reached up to kiss Saint George his lips 
would ever fall on the foul shape of the dragon be- 
neath. Strain on tiptoe as he would to his discom- 
fiture that, as he expressed it, he “always hit the 
snake.” This troubled him, for how could he be held 
2 of paying homage to the enemy of the saint? 
ut the emancipating light of the Scripture has 
cleansed his eyes of all such scruples and fears. 


A Volunteer Colporteur, Mr. Arthur J. Moore, a 
man of culture, speaking French and Spanish fluently, 
has chosen Upper Aragon for a field of activity, it 
being the darkest corner of dark Spain. So he has 
buried himself there, living at his own charges and 
offering the printed Gospel from door to door. He 
remarks that lately a woman expressed her surprise 
at seeing a man devoting himself to such a task. To 
which he retorted, “Why not, madam? There are 
plenty to peddle immoral novels. Why should not the 
grace of God call one to sell good books?” 


Bishop Waller of Madras calls attention to the fact 
that the Bible being printed at cost, is the only book 
which multitudes in India are able to buy. Hence it 
penetrates and is pondered over where no Christian 
teacher has yet been able to go. 

The Bible Society is the greatest of missionary pi- 
oneers and has a first claim on our missionary contri- 
butions. It is delightful to notice a steady increase in 
annuities on the account of the Bible Society. These 
have risen from $62,978 in 1919 to over $415,000 in 
1924. 


Brief Notes.—In the Preface to Papini’s “Life of 
Christ” the author announced that this work was to 
be followed by a life of Mary the mother of Christ. 
Lately M. Papini was interrogated by a journalist 
connected with the Nuovo Giornale of Florence as to 
the coming book. “The subject is terribly difficult,” 
came the answer. “The historical references to the 
Madonna are so few that a book concerning her could 
hardly be other than a purely lyrical effusion.” It is 
evident that Papini-as a Catholic hardly realized how 
slight the base for the cult of the Virgin until he 
looked through the New Testament. ... The New Tes- 
tament in Modern Greek has been for many years 
prohibited in Greece, but with the establishment of a 
republic this bar has been removed. Not only this, 
but the-republican authorities have ordered that no 
custom duties be levied upon Scriptures at the ports. 
. .. Licht und Leben Prints an Encouraging Letter 
from the German evangelist Daniel Schaefer, concern- 
ing meetings in the mining center Hamborn-Marxloh, 
a hot-bed of communism. The great church has been 
filled night after night with men standing in the 
aisles. These are in many cases communist leaders 
and comrades, men who have not listened to the Gos- 
pel for many years. “Twelve hundred men in a church 
quietly following the hymn “Mir nach! spricht 
Christus unser Held,” — it gives us again the impres- 
sion that the Gospel, the saving Bible-teaching truth, 
is to-day more deserved than ever. Wide-open doors, 
God-given opportunities disillusioned salvation-seeking 
men!” ,.. A Catholic Priest and Nobleman, Prince 
Hohenlohe, episcopal vicar of Hermannstadt in 
Transylvania and named for the bishopric of the same 
city, has abandoned all prospects of churchly prefer- 
ment and entered the evangelical church. ... Service 
Men in Limerick,. Ireland, refused a requiem mass 
for their comrades by the Catholic bishop, marched 
three hundred strong, with brass in front, to the Prot- 
estant Cathedral followed by a large number of Cath- 
olic women and girls, relatives of the dead soldiery. 
During the service their behavior was most respect- 
ful. An ex-chapiain preached the sermon, and the 
hymns used were “For All Thy Saints,” “O God, Our 
Help in Ages Past,” and “There is a Green Hill.” 
Such an incident in so rigidly a Catholic town as 
Limerick is a token of a new day for Ireland, ... 
The Glasgow Students’ Evangelistic Union is a uni- 
versity group which has been active in holding meet- 
ings in various parts of Scotland, It is an outgrowth 
of the revival of 1921 among the fishermen of North- 
east Scotland, its members having at the time been 
gee impressed by the visible workings of God's 

pirit there. The meetings of the Union have been 


‘largely attended by the non-churchgoing population. 
é 


. . . At His Greenock Meetings, Gipsy Pat Smith 
told his audiences that he had been in the city many 
years before. He was a Gipsy boy then, peddling po- 
tatoes from door to door. In those days, he said, he 
often longed for a better life, but nobody ever spoke 
to him of the Lord Jesus. Yet he must have stopped 
at many Christian homes as he passed from house to 
house. ... It Is a Fact of No Little Significance that 
in the papal pronouncement regarding the Jubilee Year 
the situation in Palestine should find mention, After 
statemerts regarding indulgences to be acquired and 
the con tie~s thereof, two special objects of prayer 
are rece ..aended to the faithful: First, that non- 
Catholics should. return to “the true church,” and sec- 
ondly, that relations in Palestine should be so ordered 
as the holiest rights of the church demand. ... The 
Medieval Mind Prevails in Filipino Catholicism.— 
One correspondent reports seeing a wooden cross in 
the city of Cebu that is said to have grown eight feet 
in four years. And the people believe it still grows. 
It has reached the roof of its shelter. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Great Enlightenment 
(Continued from page 225) 


Answer 9.—God’s Son. He said: This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased, He is the Word who 
was with God, who was God, Jesus came to earth 
and was put to death on a cross because God permit- 
ted him to be punished for our sins. Christ suffered 
for us, leaving us an example to follow. He did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. Who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; who in his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sin, should live unto righteousness. By 
his stripes we are healed. We are like sheep gone 
astray but are now safe with our Shepherd. The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin. We are buried with him by baptism unto death. 
So we reckon ourselves to be dead indeed to sin but 
alive to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. For the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life. 


Heathen.—That’s marvelous, But why did God give 
his own Son to die for us? What do we have to do 
to have this wonderful forgiveness? 


Answer 10.—God gave his own Son because he so 
loved the world that he wanted whosoever believed on 
his Son not to perish but to have everlasting life. 

Heathen.—How glorious! It seems so simple, noth- 
ing to do but to believe in Jesus and have faith in 
him! Don’t I have to earn it? 


Answer 11—No. It is a free gift. You get it by 
accepting Christ as your Saviour and believing in him 
and trusting him to save you. 

Heathen.—In my country there are lots of monkeys. 
I have often watched the baby monkeys cling to their 
mothers, who leap about the trees. Is that what you 
mean? Will God save me spiritually as the mother 
monkey saves her babies, if I cling to him? 


Answer 12—In America as in India, we have many 
cats and kittens. If I put a weak, tiny, helpless kit- 
ten in the middle of this room, how would its mother 
carry it out? 


Heathen.—She would pick it up in her mouth be- 
cause it is too weak to help itself. 

Answer 13.—Faith in Christ is just like that — leav- 
ing it all to him. That is the way Christ saves us. 
We don’t have to cling to him because we are so 
weak we might fall. All we have to do is trust all to 
him, and he carries us. We rest in his promises. 

Heathen—If{ I am saved by the blood of Christ by 
trusting in God, will I have help in all things? What 
else must I do? 


Answer 14.—When. you have been saved by Christ, 
and through his blood forgiven by God, who sees no 
sin in you any more because Christ’s death and atone- 
ment_stand always between your sins and God, then 
the Holy Spirit dwells with you and comforts and 
helps you not to sin. 

Heathen.—Who is the Holy Spirit? 

Answer 15.—Jesus said that the Holy Spirit is the 
Comforter, the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, e shall teach you all things and 
bring all things to your remembrance whatsoever I 
have said unto you. There are three that bear rec- 
ord in Heaven — the Father, the Word (Jesus Christ), 
and the Holy Spirit. These three are one — 

Heathen—What a splendid thing! But how can 
there be three persons in one God 

Answer 16.—That is a mystery too great for us weak 
human beings to understand. But as we know the sun 
is in the heaven, though we do not actually see it, 
we do see its light, feel its warmth and its sunshine. 
So God might be thought of as the Giver of life and 
light; the Holy Spirit as the warmth from the sun; 
and Jesus as the sunshine; ONE GOD, but THREE 
PERSONS. It is a feeble illustration, but it helps. 

Heathen—How can I learn of God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit? 

Answer 17—By reading the Bible, the medium by 
pty Ria talks to us. And by prayer, the way we talk 
to 

Heathen—The Bible? What’s that? 


Answer 18.—The Bible is a collection of books writ- 
ten by men inspired by God. These books are called 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

Heathen.—And how are we to pray to God? 


Answer 19.—In everythmg, by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving let our requests be made 
known unto him. 

Heathen.—Does God always answer prayer? 


Answer 20—Always, though not always in the way 
we wish. He denies us what we ask for when it would 
be bad for us. An earthly father would say “No” to 
a tittle child if he asked for a bottle of poison, you 

now. 


Heathen.—But isn’t there some one who will help 
me pray to God and to learn to love him? 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Answer 21.—Surely. After Christ died on the cross 
for our sins, he rose again from the dead on the third 
day and ascended to Heaven. He sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. He is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them.. If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous, and he is the 
propitiation for our sins. 


Heathen—I am so ignorant. Please explain that 
a little more fully, _Propitiation is such a big word. 


Answer 22.—Here’s an illustration. Suppose you 
should go over there and smash that window and our 
minister should say you had to go to jail, then I'd 
step up and say, although I am not guilty I will go to 
jail in your place and will also pay for the window. 
lf he agreed to accept it, would he have any right to 
ees you for smashing that window? Of course not, 

ause some one else paid all the cost, and bore all 
the punishment. Through him you are cleared of all 
sin, That is what Christ does for us. 

Heathen—Oh, I must accept him for my Saviour, 
too. Please tell me again how I am saved. 


Answer 23.—Let us all repeat together John 3:16: 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


East Orance, N. J. 
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On What Ground? 


By I. M. Haldeman, D.D. 


This clear and helpful analysis of what Dr. Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick, the well-known exponent of liberal thought, 
says about the resurrection of Christ Jesus, is based upon 
the statements made in Dr. Fosdick’s latest book ‘‘ The 
Modern Use of the Bible.” Dr. Haldeman is the well- 
known and beloved pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Broadway and 79th Street, New York City, and is a staunch 
defender of the faith once for all delivered unto the saints. 
6¢] BELIEVE in the persistence of personality 
through death.” 

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, in “The Modern Use 
of the Bible” (p. 98). 

On what ground does he believe it? 

Outside the Bible record, there is not the slightest 
evidence any human being exists a moment after death, 
( “I ob) not believe in the resurrection of the flesh” 

p. 

According to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter, our 
Lord Jesus Christ testifies that he rose from the dead 
—#in the flesh. 

“Behold my hands 

And my feet, 

That it is I myself: 

Handle me, 

And see; 

For a spirit hath not— 

and 

Bones, 

As ye see me —Have.” ; 

_By these words Jesus Christ, in the responsibility of 
his personal integrity, declares that he rose from the 
dead — in the flesh. 

There is no record Jesus Christ ever arose from 

*the dead except in— flesh and bones. 

To deny the resurrection of Christ in flesh and 
bones is to deny the testimony of Christ himself. 

_ To deny the testimony of Christ as to his resurrec- 
tion in flesh and bones, is to deny the Bible record 
of his resurrection. 

_ The logic of Dr. Fosdick’s denial of the resurrec- 
tion of the flesh, and our Lord’s affirmation that he 
rose in the flesh, is simple enough. 

It is this: 


Since Dr. Fosdick does not. believe in the resur- 
rection of the flesh, and our Lord Jesus Christ says 
he did rise in the flesh, and there is no other record 
of the resurrection of Christ except in the flesh (for 
when Paul says he was “buried,” he is drawing at- 
tention to the fact that his resurrection was the resur- 
rection of that which was buried—flesh) then Dr. 
Fosdick denies the testimony of Christ concerning his 
resurrection in the flesh, and in denying his testimony, 
denies the Bible record of his resurrection: and in 
denying the Bible record of it, denies the resurrection 
of Christ in toto. 

“We believe that he is not dead but is risen; that 
we have a living Lord” (p. 164). 

On what ground does he believe it? 

He does not believe it on the ground of the Bible 
record. 

Since he does not believe it on the ground of the 
Bible record, he has no ground upon which to believe 
it at all, and no authority to say he is risen or alive 
to-day. 

To deny the only record of his resurrection and then 
say he believes he is risen and alive, is a contradic- 
tion both of the Bible and — himself. - 

_ What shall be said of the persistence of personal- 
ity through death, if Christ did not rise according to 
the Bible record? 

Here _is the answer: 

“If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your cins, 
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“Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished.” _ . 

If those who died in an umrisen Christ have perished, 
then all out of Christ likewise have perished. 

Apart from the resurrection of Christ therefore! — 
there is no ground to believe in, or claim the per- 
sistence of personality through death. 

What shall be said of a ministry, of a preaching 
which preaches in the name of Christ, testifies to the 

rsistence- of personality through death, denies the 

ible record of Christ’s resurrection, and faces the 

further Bible record that if Christ did not rise accord- 

ing to that record — there is no personality after death? 
he answer is clear as a bell; 


“If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain.” 

That word “vain” means “empty.” 

The preacher who preaches in the name of Christ 
and denies the Bible record of his resurrection, preaches 
a preaching that is—empty, a preaching without 
authority. 

A ministry and preaching without truth. 

His ministry is a ministry that is — groundless. 

New York. 
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Two Pictures 
By E. C. Hallock 


ASSING by an art store one morning, my atten- 
tion was arrested by a picture displayed in the 
window. There was just a high, dark mountain and 
down at the base of the grim, forbidding shape was 
the white, naked figure of a_man. I looked for the 
title: “Man, Helpless in the Face of His Destiny.” 
Motionless, I stood there, For just so did life look 
to me that day. Circumstances as drear and insur- 
mountable as that black wall seemed to block my path. 
Helpless in the face of destiny so I, too, seemed. 
But at last, as I stood there, facing like him the 
dark shape of the future, came a recollection of an- 
other picture I had seen. That, too, showed a moun- 
tain bare and steep, with many jagged cliffs. And 
halfway up the mountain side was a lost sheep. And 
climbing down from the height, seeking the lost sheep, 
was the figure of One who gave a message to all 
earth’s lost and bewildered travelers: “I am the Way.” 
On down the street I went, but the words that sang 
themselves through my brain no longer were, “Man, 
helpless in the face of destiny,” but just a line from an 
me hymn: “Thou blest Rock of Ages, I’m hiding in 
ee,” 


New Yorx City. 
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Another Gift for Keswick 


IENDS of America’s Keswick, at Keswick, N. J., 
will be glad to know that through a faithful servant, 
the Lord has just sent in forty-eight new blankets for 
Victory Hall. This generous and thoughtful giit 
makes up the number of blankets required for Kes- 
wick’s Summer Conferences. The rd surely is 
blessing. Will you not pray earnestly these days that 
the Lord will provide in the same way through other 
stewards the balance of the equipment so greatly needed 
at Keswick and funds for the maintenance of this 
valuable all-year-round work? 

A considerable saving can be effected if the year’s 
supply of coal can now be purchased. About $700 is 
needed to make this possible. 

_Another urgent need is about $220 for seed and fer- 
tilizer for the farm maintained at Keswick, The early 
meeting of this need will permit the farm work to be 
started in time to mean a considerable saving in vege- 
tables for the table, and feed for the live stock through- 
out the summer, 

Gifts may be sent to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Stai- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


ae 
Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 

Keswick,-N. J., end of June and early July.—Atlantic City 
Y. W. C. A. Group. 

Keswick, N. J., July 18 te 26.—Eastern Victorious Life 


Conference. 


Keswick, N. J., August 1 to 9—Gathering of German 
Baptist Young People. 

Linwood Park, Vermillion, Ohio, August 1@ to 16.—Mid- 
Western Conference Victorious Life Conference. 


Keswick, N. J., August 22 to 3¢.—Summer Victorious Life 
Conference 
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The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 
show them to you, or a catalogue will be sent on 
request, 









































































Lesson for April 19 
Acts 4:1 to 5: ir 






Note by the Editor 


Mr. Scroggie, who has been writing on “The Les- 
son as a Whole” for readers of The Sunday School 
Times since the first of the year, has been obliged 
by illness to give up all literary work for a few 
months, and a much loved member of the Times staff 
whose work has enriched these columns in various 
departments, Dr. Howard A. Banks, is bad 2 kindly 
undertaking the large commission of furnishing the 
same character of lesson article until Mr. Scroggie 
is able to resume. 4 : f 

Last October Mr. Scroggie was stricken with ap- 
pendicitis, He had preached on a Sunday with special 
power and vigor, and God had blessed the services 
in a notable way; in the morning, fifteen or more 
young people dedicated themselves wholly to the 
Lord’s service, and in the evening service three others 
made public profession of their faith in Christ as 
Saviour. The following day Mr. Scroggie was 
stricken, and was operated upon immediately, with 
good results. 

But the immense labor of combined pastoral work 
and writing in a world-wide ministry was too much, 
and he has not yet recovered his normat’strength. He 
kept up his remarkably rich expositions for The Sun- 
day School Times as long as he could, in the face 
of distressing difficulty, but finally his physician told 
him he must lay down all literary work for some 
months. 2 

Will readers of The Sunday School Times keep very 
earnestly in their prayers these two men of God, Mr. 
Scroggie and Dr. Banks? Dr. Banks himself is still 
suffering from the results of a severe operation of last 
year. Let us pray that God’s loving hand of healing 
and empowering may be upon these two, whose rich 
ministry is sorely needed for the saving of souls and 
the upbuilding of the body of Christ. 

ee 


The Lesson as a Whole. 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt. D. 





Foreword 


MERICA has recently experienced earthquake 
tremors. If the whole urch were charac- 
terized with a holy boldness to speak God’s 
whole Word (Acts 4:13, 20, 29) we should have a 
HOLY GHOST earthquake (4:31). 
The Historical Setting 
The first persecution of the young Church followed 
Peter’s second sermon. It was ‘not addressed chief 
to individuals, as_was his first sermon (Acts 2: 38, 
39), but to the Jewish nation, whose representative 
leaders were ven (4:1, § 15, 21). ational re- 
— would have been followed by national de- 
iverance (3: 19-21); Christ would have come again 
from Heaven. But instead the nation repeated the 
rejection of the Messiah; their answer to Peter’s ap- 
is the arrest and jailing of Peter and John. 
evertheless, though Peter’s appeal was not primarily 
individualistic, thousands believed (4:4). 


The Expository Meaning 

Verse 1.—The priests and the captain of the temple 
and the Sadducees. ‘The priests were those of the 
twenty-four courses (1 Chron, 24: 1-19; 2 Chron, 23: 
8) who were officiating on this day. They took with 
them the captain of the temple guard, who no doubt 
filled the office spoken of in 1 Chronicles 9:11; 2 
Chronicles 31:13, and Nehemiah 11:11. They were 
instigated by the Sadducees who denied resurrection. 
Annas and Caiaphas were of this sect (compare Acts 

:17). The Pharisees were most prominent in our 

rd’s lifetime; the Sadducees come to the front when 
his resurrection begins to be preached. 

Verse 2.—Being sore troubled because they ... pro- 
claimed in Jesus the resurrection. In the person of 
Jesus Peter declared resurrection to have been ac- 
complished, and the implication was that if Jesus had 
arisen all the dead would arise. 

Verse 3.—Eventide. The incident began at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, “the ninth hour” (3:1). It 
was now about six o’clock. 

Verse 4.—Some commentators hold that the five 
thousand men who believed made up the total of the 
Church to date, 


Verse 5.—Their rulers . . . in Jerusalem. The 
rulers, elders, and scribes made up the Sanhedrin, the 
famous Jewish council. Why should it be specified 
that the session was in Jerusalem? Doubtless to em- 
phasize that it was in the city rather than in the temple. 

Verse 6—Annas ... and Caiaphas, and John, and 
Alexander. Luke (3:2) calls both Annas and Caiaphas 
high priests, though here Luke speaks of Annas only 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 19. LIFE IN THE EARLY CHURCH 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 4:1 to 5:11 
Golden Text.—The multitude of them that believed were of one heart and soul.—Acts 4: 32 


evotional Reading; Psalm 133. 
pA ES. Kets ry 2-37. 
Memory Verse : God loveth a cheerful giver.—a Cor. 9: 7. 
Junior Topic; How the First Christians Loved One Another. 
Lesson Materia: Acts 43 32°37; 5: 1-5. 
Memory Verse: Acts 4: 32. 
intermediate and Senior Topic : Rew the Early Christiane Lived 
of ° 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Lessons from the Early 
Church. 











The_ portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson”Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
4 > 32-375 § 31-5 

32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and soul: and not one of them said that aught of 
the things which he possessed was his own; but they had 
all things common. 33 And with great power gave the 
apostles their witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus *: and great grace was upon them all. 34 For neither 
was there among them any that lacked: for as many as 
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the prices of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them 
at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto each, 
according as any one had need. 

36 And Joseph, who by the apostles was surnamed Barna- 
bas (which is, being interpreted, Son of * exhortation), a 
Levite, a man of Cyprus by race, 37 having a field, sold 
it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his 
wife, sold a possession, 2 and kept back part of the price, 
his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain 


part, 
: and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, Ananias, 


why hath Satan filled thy heart to ® lie to the Holy Spirit, 
and to keep back part of the price of the land? 4 While 
it remained, did it not remain thine own? and after it was 
sold, was it not in thy power? How is it that thou hast 
conceived this thing in thy heart? thou hast not lied unto 
men, but unto God. 5S And Ananias hearing these words 
fell down and gave up the ghost: and great fear came 
upon all that heard it. 
1Some ancient authorities add Christ. 2? Or, consolation 
See Luke 2:25; ch. 9:31; 15:31; 2 Cor. 1:3-7, in the 
Gr. ® Or, deceive 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








as high priest. In John 18: 13 it is said that Caiaphas 
was high priest. It is likely that the Jews considered 
a man who had once been high priest to be always 
one. Annas was a stronger-minded and more influen- 
tial man than Caiaphas. John was a well-known rabbi 
of that day, but of Alexander nothing is known. Sin- 
gularly enough there is a John in each group, and also 
a Cephas, for Caiaphas and Cephas probably come 
from the same root! A saved John and Cephas — and 
a lost John and Cephas! 

Verse 7.—By what power, ... have ye done this? 
The Sanhedrin sat in a semicircle, the president in the 
middle of the arc, and the accused standing in the cen- 
ter. There is a tone of contempt in the question “they 
kept asking,” as the tense in the Greek shows, in one 
form or another, but which they refuse before the 
— to call a “sign” or a “miracle” — but merely 
“- is,” 

Verse 8.—Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit. It was 
a special infilling for this opportunity. The Greek 
emphasizes the fact that there was an immediate, sud- 
den inspiration furnishing the wisdom, the boldness 
and the words needed—a fulfilment of the promises 
of Matthew 10: 19, 20; Luke a1: 14, 15. 


Verse 9.—A good deed done. The Holy Spirit is a 
very able debater! He whispers to Peter, Start by 
asking the honorable court of justice if their con- 
temptuous “this” refers to a very notable deed of 
beneficence! 

Verses 10-12.—The name the rulers ask for is the 
name of the Man whom they crucified, who has risen 
from the dead and who is still healing sick folk. Peter 
quotes from the One Hundred and Eighteenth Psalm; 
they had heard this now crucified and risen Nazarene 
interpret the same part of it in their hearing once! 
(Matt. 21:42, ff.) _ Peter is re-interpreting their 
prophecy to them! They were looking for salvation 
through a Messiah. The article is in the Greek before 
the word “salvation” in verse 12. “Neither is the sal- 
vation in any other.” The salvation for the Jewish 
nation, for all individuals, is only in that Name. “We” 
— Peter includes himself and the new Church, with 
the rulers, as needing it. 


Verse 13.—Had-perceived . . . Alford suggests this 
translation: “Having also previously known that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and 
they recognized them, that they (once) were with 
Jesus.” The tense of “took knowledge” is the im- 
perfect, indicating that one after another the various 
“rulers” began to recall having seen Peter and John 
with their Master. “Unlearned” means “unlettered” in 
the sense that the apostles were not taught in the 
Law as were the scribes, and “ignorant” has the sense 
of “uncultured.” 






Verse 16.—What shall we do to these men? It was 
a question unworthy of a high court of justice, The 
men had been proved innocent, 

Verse 18.—Commanded them absolutely not to utter 
the name of Jesus would be a fair translation, 


Verse 22.—The man was more than forty years old. 
Luke, the physician, is keen to record that fact. 

Verses 23-31.—It is considered by some students that 
a hymn is sung in unison, praising God and quoting 
prophecy, but Alford believes that one person led the 
others, all heartily assenting in prayer, and he forcibly 
points out the ellipsis in the thought in verse 28... 
“to do [as they thought, their own counsel; but really] 
whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel foreordained.” 
God’s hand performed what his wisdom decreed. They 
prayed for some sign, and God immediately answered 
in the shaking of the place. The sign which was 
grartted at Pentecost was not repeated, for the tongues 
of fire were symbols of a gift imparted once for all. 
“That first baptism of the Holy Ghost, the great ful- 
filment of the promise, was not to be repeated,” 

Verses 32-35.—The heart and svul of the multitude 
of them that believed were one is the literal statement 
concerning the remarkable unity of the Church which 
then prevailed. The description is parallel with that 
made in 2: 42-47, as if the inspiring Spirit delighted 
to dwell upon the fact. The rights of property, though 
not abolished, were made subject to the law of love. 
Peter had been preaching the return of the Lord, if 
the nation would receive him, and belief in his imme- 
diate return doubtless had much to do with the new 
Church having all things in common. 


Verse 36.—Barnabas as a Levite may have assisted 
in the temple services, and in that way have seen the 
Lord. An early church tradition says he was one of 
the Seventy. He was a kinsman of Mark’s mother, 
who, by the way, was one who did not sell her house 
in Jerusalem but dedicated it for the use of all the 
Lord’s people (Acts 12:12). 

Chapter 5,°verses 1-11.—God showed his hatred of 
Gehazi’s covetousness by punishment with leprosy. 
Ananias, sinning against greater light, receives the 
greater punishment of death. It is a terrible thing 
to seek to have the reputation of holiness without its 
reality. He tried to impress the Church with the be- 
lief that ke had duplicated the consecration of Barna- 
bas. He was acting a lie. The sin was against the 
fulness of the Holy Spirit in the new Church, and it 
was against the light and knowledge with which the 
Spirit had illuminated his own spirit. The word for 
“kept back” means dishonest appropriation. There 
are those who would account for the death of Ananias 
and Sapphira on natural grounds —the horror of de- 
tection, and the like. This would make both to be of 
the same temperament, which is unlikely. Without 
doubt these deaths were supernaturally inflicted, and 
the fear which they inspired should fall upon the 
Church of all ages as well as that early Church, as 
dreading God’s anger against hypocrisy. 

The Homiletical Form 
1. The Spirit’s Fulness for Testimony 
_ (1) Satan Counters Testimony with Persecu- 
tion (4: 1-4). 
(2) Peter Filled and Again Testifying (4: 5- 
12). . 

(3) Satan Fails to Stifle Testimony (4: 13-22). 

(4) All the Church Filled and Testifying (4: 
23-31). 


(5) The Apostles Testifying and the Church 
Unified (4: 33-37). 


2. The Spirit’s Pre-eminence Attested by Judgment 


(1) Upon Ananias (5: 1-6), and (2) Upon Sap- 
phira (5:7-11). ” 


The Topical Values 


Boldness in witness (4:8, ff; 31).—No sooner was 
Pentecost at flood-tide than the disciples “began to 
speak” (2:4). The very phenomenon of Pentecost, the 
tongues of fire, symbolized, irresistible testimony. 
Speaking in the power of the Spirit always stirs Satan, 
and, in this lesson, he is behind the scenes instigating 
the first persecution (4:1-7). God counters Satan’s 
move with a new infilling, first of Peter (4:8), and 
a little later of all the Christians (4:31), and both 
infillings were vouchsafed in order that the Word of 
God might be spoken with boldness. The Sanhedrin 
“saw the boldness of Peter and John” (4:13). As 
Peter spoke, can we not hear the high priest asking, 
in an aside to Gamaliel, “Is that the same fellow who 
denied the Nazarene before a maid in my palace?” 
The Church to-day is cursed with the cowardice of 
compromise in testimony on the part of some, If this 
fourth chapter of Acts has any divine significance, it 
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means that it is sin not to speak out the whole counsel 
of God, whatever the cost. Of course always in love. 

Satan Hates Resurrection (4:2).—A leader of the 
modernistic forces in America has announced a crue 
sade among the colleges in which he proposes to open 
the eyes of the young to the error of the ancient 
Christian creeds. He will prove from the infallibility 
of his inner consciousness which miracles are credible 
and which are not, and will contend that the resurrec- 
tion of our Lord was not physical, That is Sanhedrin 
theology ! 


When the Spirit Shook Two Buildings (4:31; 5: 1- 
11).—The little church, with the rulers’ threats hang- 
ing over their heads (4:21), prayed for more bold- 
ness (4:29). They plead for healing gifts and for 
signs and wonders to attest their testimony. God an- 
swered before they could say “Amen,” for an un- 
usual miracle was done—the walls of their meeting- 
place were “shaken” by the all-pervading fulness of 
the Spirit. “Matter responded to spirit.” At the dedi- 
cation of Solomon’s temple “the priests could not 
stand to minister because of the cloud” of the Shekinah 
glory (1 Kings 8:11), and when Isaiah received his 
transforming vision, and heard the voice of the Sera- 
phim, “the posts of the door moved at the voice of 
him that cried” (Isa. 6:4). The presence of God is 
irresistible, 

Not only did God shake a material building, but he 
proceeded to shake likewise the spiritual temple of 
living stones which he was then so quickly building 
up. For when the Holy Spirit asserted and empha- 
sized his pre-eminence, his presidency, in the Church, 
he did so by a representative act of judgment. He 
showed by inflicting death upon Ananias and Sapphira 
how he hates the hypocrisy of keeping back part of 
the price. Peter was the Convener, the Moderator, 
the Chairman of the apostolic church. Ananias and 
his wife saw only Peter and the apostles —only peo- 
ple. But Peter said to Ananias, “Thou hast not lied 
unto men, but unto God” (5:4). Behind Peter, the 
visible presiding officer in the church, was the Holy 
Spirit, the real President. That act of judgment 
proves him to be a person with personal attributes; 
a person who is God, for Peter declares him so to be 
(com. 5:3 and 4). The Spirit broods and woos, and 
is like a dove, as at Christ’s baptism. But he is also 
a consuming fire and hates covetousness in “Chris- 
tian circles” now as much as he did when he struck 
dead those first two hypocrites in the Church. 


The Practical Aim 


The promise of the Lord to return “upon condition 
of national repentance extended at least to Stephen’s 
stoning. That was the nation’s final rejection. Since 
then the Holy Spirit has never encouraged Chris- 
tian communism, though there have been various un- 
successful attempts to practise it. But while not de- 
siring any organized community of interests, the Spirit 
does desire that unity in the body of Christ for which 
our Lord prayed (John 17:21). Only complete yield- 
edness to his infilling and indwelling will give us that 
“mind of Christ” which will achieve it. 


Final Word 


Dr. Arthur T. Pierson’s book, “The Acts of the 
Holy Spirit,” 1 floods with illumination this and many 
following lessons. 

NARBERTH, Pa. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate Editor 
of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some 
of the questions to different members of your class, and 
letting them see whether they can discover the answers 
as given in the following issue? 


Wika two keys unlock the secret of the power of that 


little group of unknown people, which constituted the 
early Church, to change the world around them? 


2. What shows that the Holy. Spirit had a close relation 
to the early Church? 


3 What shows the remarkable yieldedness of the whole 
Church to the Holy Spirit? 


+ What were some of the characteristics of the early 
Church? 

5. What was the effect upon the outside world of the 
new life lived by the first century Christians? 

6. What would you say were the dominant traits of these 
first Christians as the outside world viewed their lives? 


-neys. 
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the only one of its kind in that early Church? 
think God punished it so summarily? 

14. Why does not God strike dead every one who lies 
to the Holy Spirit? 

15. Is it correct to refer to any and every liar as “an 
Ananias”’? 

16. What are some of the ways in which the Holy Spirit 
may be lied to? 

17. Where is the real source of a spoken or acted lie? 

18. What is the seat of a lie, spoken or acted? 

19. Can one be truthful and false at the same time? 
What saying of our Lord throws light upon this question? 

20. What alarming reflex action is produced by fa'sehood? 

at. What does this lesson teach as to the personality of 
the Holy Spirit? 


22. At how many points may Satan’s “wiles” be seen in 
this lesson? 


Answers to Last W eek’s Questions. 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Sure Cure.—The multitude . .. that believed 
were of one heart and soul (v. 32). Unity of heart 
and soul is a very desirable condition, but alas, it so 
very often is not stable. When it sets a while there 
is a precipitate. It was this lack of stability that 
made this beautiful communism of the early Church 
such a dismal failure. Never forget that this it was 
that impoverished the folks of the early Church. Paul 
had to solicit funds for them on his missionary jour- 
This sort of thing has always been a failure. 
The intellectuals tried it at Brooke Farm in New Eng- 
land and the “common herd” have tried it at Ephrata, 
Economy, Ruskin, and dear knows how many other 
places. It works beautifully on paper, like the per- 
petual motion machine, but has failed to keep on re- 
volving in actual practise. Old Mr. Human Nature 
and his buddy old Mr. Sin keep a-throwing the mon- 
key wrench into the cog wheels and then there is a 
wreck. One Ananias and his wife Sapphira are the 
exhibits in the case. The “multitude” may be all 
right in one heart and soul — but a single fly can spoil 
the ointment. Even among the twelve there was Judas 
to “queer” the unity. Every church, or any other 
company of associates for any noble purpose — and to 
be sure a business purpose, a political purpose, a social 
purpose, can be a noble one—will never reach any 
high accomplishment unless there is one heart, one 
soul, and the two combined in the affinity of Heaven. 
Ben Hur was only. able to win the race by having all 
four horses working as one horse. So the first thing 
to do in a limping business, a scrapping church, a dis- 
integrating society is to get together and have a good 
heart-and-soul meeting with the Holy Spirit as an in- 
= guest. It works every time (1 Cor. 1: 10; Gal. 3: 
26). 


Power.—Great grace was upon them all (v. 33). I 
know a choir where some one had thrown sand into 
the gear box. The miffister called the choir together 
and they had a little prayer-meeting. Unity of heart 
and soul resulted. Said the minister in telling me 
about it, “That choir became a great blessing to the 
church and was a power in all our revival meetings.” 
What is it to have “great grace’? Every oneknows 
what it is to say grace. We say of a young woman, 
“How graceful she is!” When we see the four- 
master with all sails set coming up the bay we ex- 
claim with delight, “Look at the grace of her, isn’t 
she too lovely for anything!”. As we sit on the fence 
up on Black Horse Hill and watch “The Limited” at 
sixty miles an hour winding her way up the old Ches- 
ter Valley to Pittsburgh and the West, with a big 
white plume waving from her funnel we cry, “Oh, the 
grace of her, isn’t she a beaut!” When I had gotten 
this far on this note my train arrived at Atlantic 
City where I am attending the yearly Convention of 
the American Gas Association (save the mark!) and 
a church meeting. I met my good friend, Dr. Cobb 
of Elizabeth. “Doctor, what does ‘great grace’ mean?” 


Why do you 
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I asked. “It means POWER,” emphatically said the 
Doctor. Now just apply this to my three illustrations. 
Your history will demonstrate the first from Esther 
and Judith down to Recamier and HER! When ship 
touches eship and all go down, and when the Limited 
hits the. other train and the Main Line looks like a 
junk yard, you will realize that sure enough grace 
was indeed power. Dave Smith used to say, “Before 
I was converted I was nothing but a suit of clothes.” 
All of us know both men and women who were only 
clothes and “cut no ice.” But when Heaven came and 
touched them and “great grace”’ was upon them they 
became wonderful powers for God (2 Cor. 12:9; 
Phil. 4: 13). 


A Great Name and a Great Need.—Barnabas .. . 
The son of consolation (v. 36). What a charming 
name to bear. “Brown, old fellow, I have heard of 
the trouble that has come into your life and I have just 
dropped in to put my hand upon your shoulder with a 
squeeze of consolation and to let you know I am here.” 
Doe you know anybody named Barnabas? I don’te— 
only Barnaby Rudge. We_have Bible names all the 
way from,Adam to John. Why this skipping of such 
a’good name for a man as Barnabas? Is it because 
it suggests tears? And Occidentals are not weepers. 
Barney, which might be the short for Barnabas, has 
the tang of the Emerald Isle_and the shillalah! You 
fellows can work this out after Sunday-school or up 
on the platform as you wait for the tapping of the 
open hearth. The point I want to make in this les- 
son to-day is that here right at the very beginning of 
the Christian religion is to be found “the son of con- 
solation.” When folks I know have the supreme sor- 
rows that come to us poor children of the dust and 
I go to them, I tell them I have nothing I can offer 
for their comfort but that which is found in the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ. When a murder, or a suicide, 
or a terrible accident stalks into the home all the other 
cults stand there absolutely dumb, speechless, and cold. 
Not a comfort, not a consolation, not a tear to offer. 
And this it seems to me is a real test of religion. You 
only know how good your umbrella is when the storm 
strikes you. You only know the worth of your auto- 
mobile after you have come across the country through 
wet clay, deep sand, and worn-out macadam. Any old 
religion may do when life’s road is all asphalt or con- 
crete. No I never have known a man named Barnabas. 
None in Coatesville. All the other Bible names are 
here. Even got a red-headed brother (it was before 
he lost most of it) named Sheshbazzar. What is 
wrong with Barnabas for a name? And a world al- 
_— hungry for consolation (Rom. 15:5; 2 Cor. 1: 
3-7). . 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Principle or Awnatysis.—Train_ pupils 
to think the lesson into its elements. 











HERE is a temptation if we think only of the 

part of the lesson selected for printing to begin 
by making a comparison between Barnabas and 
Ananias, but this would bring out only one phase of 
the life of the early Church, and not give the’ lesson 
the scope indicated either by the title or by the com- 
plete lesson text. A brief analysis yet comprehensive, 
of that early Church life as set before us here might 

thus: prayer and testimony, sacrificial giving, 
moral uprightness. But it is not to be overlooked 
that this high type of life was dué to yieldedness to 
the Holy Spirit. 

Looking more in detail into the characteristics of 
this early company of Christians we note that their 
prayer was prevailing prayer in the name of Jesus 
(v. 31); and that the signs and wonders, which they 
desired to be done in the name of the holy child Jesus, 
were being wrought among them, as the healing of 
the lame man indicates,— according to the record of 
chapter three. Again, their testimony was with bold- 
ness and not with fear. The fact that it was Peter 
who spoke so courageously to the rulers and that he 
and John were not afraid of what might be done 
unto them is evidence of this. Again, their sacrificial 
giving was an expression of an unusual unity of heart 
and soul (v. 32), and the degree of their sacrifice of 
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10. What do you think was the outstanding sin of Ananias 


devoted their possessions to the Lord and his followers; 


3. 

4. April 26—Stephen the First Martyr 
5. May 3.—The Benefits of Total Abstinence, Daniel 1 
6. 


: I-20 ° ° . 
apart from the terrible one named by Peter? . May 10.—Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer but the swift judgment which fell upon them shows 
11. Did you ever know a woman called by the beautiful Acts 8 : 26-39 how the Spirit was guarding the moral quality of this 
i name of Sapphira? 7. May 17.—Saul Becomes a Christian .......... Acts 9:1-19 early company. Let the class follow through the rela- 


8. May 24.—Saul Begins His Great Career ....Acts 9 : 20-31 

9. May 31.—Peter at Lydda and Joppa .........Acts 9 : 32-43 

10. June 7.—Peter’s Broadening Vision, Acts 10:1 to 11:18 

? 11, June 14.—The Church in Antioch ..........-Acts 11 : 19-30 

School Limes Company, 12. June 21.—Peter Delivered from Prison ......Acts 12 : 1-24 
. June #®.—Review 


12, Were Ananias and Sapphira saved? 


anne 


tion of the Holy Spirit to the characteristics of pre- 
vailing prayer, courageous testimony, unity, love, sac- 
rifice, moral uprightness, and any others which they 
may suggest. 
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13. Do you suppose that Ananias’ and Sapphira’s sin was 
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Lesson for April 19 
Acts'4:1 to 9312 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


ND noes back part of the price (v. 
2).. The verb enosphisato, kept back, 
is the same verb as that used in Joshua 
7:1 in the story of Achan, and was pre- 
sumably used to relate the New Testa- 
ment incident to the Old Testament one. 
Satan. filled. thy heart (vy. 3). The 
same verb pleroo is used in, Acts 4:8— 
“Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
Pneuma.” We have our choice of fill- 
ings. 

And Ananias ... fell down, and gave 
up the ghost, exepsyche, (v. 5). Ekpneuo, 
expite, is used of the Lord’s death (Luke 
23:46; Mark 15:37, 39). Also. of 
Stephen “They stoned Stephen, calling 
... . and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my 
pneuma” (not psyche). The psyche is 
the principle of animal life, the pnewma 
of spiritual. Ex-psycho is used of Ana- 
nias. (v. 5), of Sapphira (v. 10), and 
of Herod, eaten of worms (12:23). The 
Herods and Ananias’ and Sapphiras, 
murderers, covetous, liars, are without 
spiritual life. They have no _ right 
(exousia, power to attain) to the tree 
of life, but are without (Rev. 22:15). 
The psychic man, says Paul, “the natural 
man, psychicos anthropos, receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit ae of 
God .. . they are spiritually, pnewma- 
tikos, discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). “This 
wisdom,” wrote James, descendeth not 
from above, but is earthly, sensual (psy- 
chikos), devilish.” Psychikos is” con- 
stantly used in later classical Greek* lit- 
erature in contrast with sarkikos, of the 
flesh, and .used with praise. “That 
old philosophy,” says Trench, “knew of 
nothing higher than the soul of man, but 
Reyelation knows of the Spirit of God 
which enters into man. In the Scripture 
both flesh and psyche are set in contrast 
to pneuma, the Spirit of God.” “Except 
a man be born of ... the pneuma, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 

Sapphira had a heart but not “the hid- 
den man of the heart, in that which is 
not corruptible, . . . a meek and quiet 
pneuma, which is in the sight of God of 
great price” (1 Pet. 3:4). 

And the young men... wound him up 
(v. 6). That is, in burial shrouds. The 
other place where this verb sustello is 
used is in 1 Corinthians 7:29, “But this 
I say, brethren, the time is wound up for 
burial.” Our civilization is dead and 
ready for laying away. The “scheme,” 
or fashion, of this world is being carried 
away (1 Cor. 7:31) as Ananias’ body. 

New Hampton, N. H. 


_ i 
The Illustration-Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
THustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 

The Fly in Noah’s Ark.—In none 
other is there salvation (4:12). Some 
one has said that a little fly in Noah’s 
ark was just as safe as an elephant. It 
was not the elephant’s size and strength 
that made him safe, it was the ark that 
saved both elephant and fly. It is not 
your righteousness, your good works, that 
will save you. Rich and poor, learned 
or Paap he can be saved only by 
the blood of Christ—From D. L. Moody. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


_. The Split P’s.—The multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and soul 
(Golden Text). It is a classical anec- 
dote —the story of Dr. William Adams’ 
remark at a meeting of the Pan-Presby- 
terian Alliance, where he saw present 
representatives from the_ Established 
Presbyterians, the Free Presbyterians, 
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the Covenanter Presbyterians, the Se- 
ceder Presbyterians, the eronian 
Presbyterians, the Erskine Presbyterians, 
Associate Presbyterians, Reformed Pres- 
byterians, United Presbyterians, and so 
on, Said Dr. Adams, “We have here the 
E. P’s, the F. P’s, the C, P’s, the S. P’s, 
the A. P’s, the R. P’s, the C. P’s, the E. 
P’s, the U. P’s, and last of all the Split 
P’s.” The audience roared at the “Split 


‘P’s,” but on sober thought they must have 


grieved. Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans, 
and so on—all are intricately subdivided, 
until Protestantism itself has become a 
dish of split P’s. There are more than 
one hundred different Christian denomi- 
nations in the United States alone.—From 
Amos R. Wells, in the Christian Age. 
Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


Joint Tenants.—But they had all things 
common (v. 32). A dying judge said to 
his pastor, “If you and I were joint ten- 
ants on a farm I could not say to you, 
‘That. is your hill of corn and this is 
mine,’ for we would have to share. and 
share alike in everything on the place; 
and now, in this hour of my departure, 
I am thinking that Jesus Christ has noth- 
ing apart from me; everything he has is 
mine and we shall share alike through all 
eternity—From ithe Christian Herald. 
Sent by the Rev. Gurn Manickam, Man- 
nargudt, Tanjore Dist., S. India. Prize 
illustration. 


If the Churches Went.—Distribution 
was made unto each, according as any 
one had need (v. 35). Some years ago a 
Londen minister met with an infidel who 
said he “wished all the churches were 
swept from the land, beginning with 
Spurgeon’s.” “Then which of you in- 
fidels will be the first to take upon him- 
self the responsibility of Mr. Spurgeon’s 
orphanage?” was the minister’s reply. 
The silence following the question was 
very expressive—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A, Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Better Than Taking Our Money with 
Us.—Brought the money and laid it at 
the apostles’ feet (v. 37). You can’t take 
your money to Heaven with you, but you 
can send it on before you.—From a quo- 
tation in a missionary/prayer cycle. Sent 
by Helen Palmer, Dormont, Pittsburgh, 

a. 


A Parish Observation.—To lie (v. 3). 
Every-one has, I suppose, heard of the 





Scotch preacher who gave out as his text, 
“I said in my haste, all men are liars,” 
and opened his serthon with the declara- 
tion, “’Deed, Dauvid, if yeu lived in the 
pairish, ye micht hae said it at yer lees- 
ure.”—From the Christian Advocate. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for the fellowship that exists 
among those who love thee. We thank thee 
that the early Church was bound together 
by ties of love in Christ Jesus. If we have 
been neglecting the spirit of fellowship in 
this church and in this Sunday-school, Lord 
Jesus, wilt thou arouse us to a new under- 
standing of what it means to be a Christian, 
in our relations with others. May we be 
more ready to spend and to be spent for one 
another. All that we have is from thee, and 
we are simply stewards of thy bounty. Grant, 
O Lord, that we may so understand this 
great truth that we shall not count what we 
have as our own, but as that which is held 
in trust for thee. We ask this in the name 
of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We have been 
studying to-day about the company of 
Christian believers who were beautifully 
ready to help one another, They were 
like one great family, each helping the 
other wherever there might be need. And 
the terrible part of the lesson is the at- 
tempted deception by Ananias and Sa 
phira, in the midst of such a fellowship 
as that. Let us not be pretenders. If 
we profess to love our ristian breth- 
ren, let us not do so in a way that leads 
them to suppose that we are whole- 
hearted about it, when we are half- 
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hearted. We may deceive man, but we 
cannot deceive God. Our responsibility 
is unto him. Is any one of us here to- 
day keeping back a part of the price of 
true Christian fellowship? May God 
help us to be whole-hearted and sincere in 
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this wonderful fellowship of believers. 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
+ 4 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“How you will love him!” 
“Love divine.” 

“I gave my life for thee.” 
“Do something for others.” 
“Tell me the story.” 

“What a friend.” 

“I would be like Jesus.” 
“Just a little help from you.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsbureh.) 

“One Lord Confessing” (270:1, 2). 

Psalm 133 : 1-3. 
“His Glorious Name Confess” (271: 1, 2). 

Psalm 134 : 1-3. 
“Great Peace” (252: 1-3). Psalm 119 : 165-168. 
“He Will Keep Thee Safe” (255 : 1-3). 

Psalm rai : 1-8. 
“Come Ye to His Courts” (193 : 1-3). 

Psalm 96 : 8-13. 
“Perfect Peace” (228 : 1-3). 

Psalm 116 : 1-9, 12-14; Isa. 26: §. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The counterfeit. 

Discussion: Let’s run carefully through 
the currency of a fellow’s life to-day and 
see what is likely to become spurious if 
we fail to get on the basis of absolute 
verity, in accordance with God’s Word 
(see Psa. 119: 9). 

Objective: Living the Truth. 











AY, fellows, Ananias was a counter- 

feit. A counterfeit is a contemptible 
thing. It cheats at its source and robs at 
its destination, and is a lie all between. A 
counterfeit pretends to be what it is not, 
and works damage to everybody who is 
unwary enough to trust it. Its mother 
is deceit and its children are chagrin and 
disappointment. Ananias and his wife, 
Sapphira, were a pair of counterfeit 
Christians. They joined the Christian or- 
ganization at Jerusalem and _ wanted 
everybody to think they were “regular 
fellers,” but they weren’t willing to pay 
the price, so being counterfeits them- 
selves, they counterfeited. But they 
didn’t get by with it. They did not real- 
ize they .were dealing with the Holy 
Ghost, who could see through them like a 
piece of glass, and o gave Peter the 
power to see the perfidy that was at the 
core of their counterfeit hearts. | 

Oh, we are-tearing Ananias all to 
pieces, fellows, aren’t we? We're pulling 
him limb from limb and tossing his bones 
and his flesh, with his schemes and his 
cheats, to everlasting doom. But, hold! 
let’s be careful. Let’s turn the search- 
light of this lesson on ourselves, Are 
we real honest-to-goodness Christians? 
Are we dealing with God straight and 
fair and square? Are we living up to 
our vows? Are we living in private the 
life we profess in public? Are we get- 
ting credit for anything as Christians that 
jwe do not deserve? 

Ananias was a liar. There is not a 
word on record that he ever said, but 
nevertheless he was a liar. His name is 
the synonym of a lie. He acted his lie. 
He was himself a lie. 

That is the most awful thing about 
telling a lie —the liar is the lie himself. 
His life is a lie. Like the counterfeit, 
his contact with everything he touches is 
false. He stands on a false basis. The 
leaning Tower of Pisa is only a tiny 
fraction of an- inch crooked at its base, 
but it’s fourteen feet astray at the top, 
and it doesn’t take a plumbline to see it. 
The whole world knows it is crooked. 

Ananias told Peter—and God!—a 
financial lie. It is one of the commonest 
lie temptations in the Church to-day. I 
know a boy who is a member of the 
Church and who likes for people to think 
of him as a Christian. When the mem- 
bership was canvassed for pledges to the 
church’s budget for the year, he said he 
was a tither, and pledged a rather good 
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amount, so much per week. The deacons 
praised him for his worthy pledge. But 
soon the church treasurer missed his 
weekly envelope in the collection plate, 
and his pledge went unpaid the balance of 
the year —and until now! Is he an 
Ananias, fellows? Is his life a lie? I 
leave it to you to answer. 

Just as 
lie and being a lie, so is Truth a 
deeper thing than a statement of fact. 





telling a lie is living a/| 


Truth is the bedrock of an_ im-| 


mortal foundation. One of the finest 
things you can say about a fellow is that 
he is trustworthy. That means volumes. 
He is an asset to his community —to the 
world — because his life is true, an open 
book; he does not deceive. Nobody has 
any doubt as to where he stands on any 
moral question, or question of duty. No- 
body has to ask. Everybody knows. 

Is it possible to shift from the lie-life 
to the Truth-life, do you ask me, fellows? 
Yes. A complete and unconditional sur- 
render of the life to him who said, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life” se- 
cures the transfer. nd the time is 
NOW. Delay is dangerous. 


Greensporo, N. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Christian life in the first century. 

a. Christian life in the twentieth cen- 
tury. 

3. A girl’s Christian life, in any cen- 
tury? 











PPOINT two or three of your keen- 

eyed girls to bring to class their find- 
ings on this questidn: What were the 
outstanding features of the life of the 
first century Christians? Their research 
material is to be the first five chapters 
of the book of Acts, or rather through 
6:7. Ask them to have their points very 
defnitely stated and numbered. Then, in 
class, tabulate them on your board, mak- 
ing a composité list of them all, striking 
duplicates of course. 

2. Also ask several others — entirely 
ignorant of what you have asked of the 
Bible searchers on the first question — 
to think carefully of this question, 
through ‘the week: What are the out- 
standing features of the life of Chris- 
tians in the twentieth century? Hear 
from them in class, as you do from the 


‘ others. Then set the results side by side 


and note the comparison — the likenesses 
and differences. .Which will predomin- 
ate? At what poifits will there be radical 
differences? Will not this be the most 
radical difference —that in the first cen- 
tury Christians were strikingly different 
from the world about them, both spir- 
itually and socially, whereas the line be- 
tween the average Christian of our cen- 
tury and the world about her is very 
faint, entirely “rubbed out” at some 
points, seldom very marked? 

Your girls will immediately argue that 
the difference cannot be so great now as 
then, because the world at large —at 
least in “Christian” America—is nearer 
to Christian standards, hence the indi- 
vidual cannot stand out so clearly as in 
the wholly un-Christian world of the first 
century. This is true, but look again at 
the great characteristics of those early 
Christians. Were those not (1) prayer 
— united, effectual prayer; (2) lowe for 
one another — of ‘the kind and degree that 
resulted in entire unselfishness of life; 
(3) singleness of purpose that made them 
seek first the kingdom of God, relating 
everything else to that, a constant (4) 
dependence upon the power and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, and such sincere (5) 
uprightness of conduct that an. instance to 
the contrary, like Ananias’ and Sap- 
phira’s deceit, stands out.as unique? 

Now think through that list —or a 
more complete one if you have time to 
consider it — comparing the Christian life 
of our century with it, point by point. 
How do we measure up to the essentials 
of life lived in Christ Jesus? 

3. But come right down to that last 
question: How do your girls’ lives meas- 
ure up to that life which so clearly 
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leased and honored the Lord whose 
Jame we bear, as did they of that first 
era? Ask each girl to measure her own 
life by that little five-point ruler. Meas- 
ure. your. own, dear teacher. Is the re- 
sult discouragement? Whence their joy 
in that life, for should we not add that 
as point Number 6 to our above list? Is 
not their secret and ours found in the 
fifteenth chapter of John’s Gospel —in 
the abiding life our Lord there taught? 


Home Study 


Re-read John 14, 15, and 16 this week 
for the secrets of the abiding life. 


Decatur, GA, 
4 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ET us seek to bring into these lessons 

all the freshness and charm that be- 
long to the most wonderful wonder- 
stories that have ever been written! To 
do this we shall need to refresh our 
minds by reading the entire history. Then 
we must tarry for Jesus himself to teach 
them to-us, 

Two weeks ago we talked about the 
Holy Spirit coming into the hearts of the 
disciples of Jesus, and giving them power 
to do such wonderful things. Péter 
preached the word that day, and three 
thousand people believed on Fesus ! One 
day Peter and John were going into the 
temple to pray, and they saw at the gate 
a man who had never walked, Peter took 
the man by the hand and told him in the 
name of Jesus to rise up and walk. The 
man arose and went with them into the 
temple, walking, and leaping like a boy, 
and r= God. But the rulers who 
hated Jesus hated to hear the disciples 
preach and do these mighty works in 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








Ananras and Sapphira 

















his name. The disciples were imprisoned, 
and commanded not to preach any more 
in the name of Jesus. But they were so 
full of love and joy that they could not 
help telling people about Jesus. 

But something more wonderful than 
this happened! Jesus had repeatedly told 
his disciples_to love one. another. e had 
prayed that the Father’s love might be 
in them, and when the Holy Spirit came 
he brought this same beautiful love, and 
planted it in their hearts. After that 
John never asked for the highest place 
in the kingdom, but he is known until to- 
day as the Apostle of Love. They loved 
each other so much that no one said of 
his possessions, “This is mine.” But each 
one was glad to share with all the others. 

There was one young man who sold 
his farm, and he himself went out to 
tell others of the love of Jesus. There 
was something so winsome about this 
young man that the disciples changed 
his name, and called him “Barnabas,” 
meaning “the son of consolation.” 

‘There were two people, a man and his 
wife, who were with the disciples, and 
wanted people to think they were loving 
and unselfish, and speak of them as they 
did of Barnabas. But somehow they 
had failed to get their hearts filled with 
love. These people sold some land, and 
brought just part of the ‘aie pretend- 
ing they were giving all. The Holy 
Spirit showed Peter that these people 
were only pretending, and when they 
were reproved by Peter they fell dead 
at his feet. Let us be very careful here 
to see that the children understand that 
Peter did not reprove these people for 
not giving all; but because oF pre- 
tended they were giving all, while they 
were giving only a part. 

This is a solemn lesson. It is danger- 
ous, and.sinful to lie about anything, and, 
above all things, we should never pre- 
tend to be what we are not. “Stugy to 
shew thyself approved unto God,” is a 
safe, sweet rule. We lose all the pure 
joy of giving, and miss the reward too 
when we give “to be seen of men.” But 
when we give just out of love, without 
caring about others knowing it, the 
Father in Heaven sees, and “God loveth a 
cheerful giver.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of April 12) 


1. (1) That Christ died for our sins; (2) that 
he was buried; (3) that he rose again; (4) that 
he was seen after his resurrection by wit- 
nesses. 


2. Mark 6: 45-51; 9 : 2-10. 
3. Upon testimony. Verses 1-9. 
4. The character of the witnesses must de- 
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5. Paul did know personally Peter, James 
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the Lord’s brother (Gal. 1 : 18, 19), and John 
Mark, who had undoubtedly witnessed the 
crucifixion and had seen Jesus during those 
forty days after his resurrection. He may 
have known dozens of the men and women 
who were among that five hundred who saw 
him in Galilee, of whom he reminds the Cor- 
inthians that the greater part were still alive 
at the time of his writing to them. 


6. There is not thé least intimation in Scrip- 
ture that Saul of Tarsus (Paul) had ever seen 
Jesus of Nazareth until that day on the way 
to Damascus, when he so plainly says he did 
see him as the resurrected, living Lord Jesus 
(s Cor. 15:8; Acts 26:19; 22:14). 


7- By his instantaneous conversion on the 
road to Damascus (Acts 9). The Jews as a 
nation had rejected Christ and nationally 
they will not be born again until Christ 
comes in glory and Matthew 23 :39 is ful- 
filled. But Paul, as an individual, saw the 
Lord in glory and believed, as will the Jews 
as a nation when they look upon him whom 
they pierced. 


8, The waving by the high priest of the 
sheaf of firstfruits before the Lord (Lev. 23: 
10, II). : 

9. There are repeated statements in all 
Paul’s words as recorded by Luke in Acts, 
and in his own epistles that he looked upon 
the resurrection of Christ as the keystone of 
our faith, without which it is all “vain.” 
There is not one recorded speech or sermon 
of his in which it is not used as an unan- 
swerable argument for faith in him, not one 
letter in which it is unmentioned, save only 
those to Titus and Philemon. Even in, Titus 
2:13 there is the plainest inference of Paul’s 
faith in a living Saviour, who is to return. 

10. See verses 12 to 19. 

11. 1 Corinthians 1g : 19. 


12.See Philippians 4:20, 2: for Paul’s 
teaching that believers are to have new 
bodies, like the “body of his glory.” 

13. There are three recorded appearances of 
Jesus to believers, long after his resurrec- 
tion and ascension, in which he spoke to 
them of himself, calling himself by his old 
earthly name (Acts 9:5), or touching them 
(Rev. 1:17), as in Paul’s and John’s cases; 
or, as in Stephen’s case (Acts 7:55, 56), in 
which the one who saw him called him by 
that name, evidently recognizing his present 
living bodily form. 

14. 1 Corinthians 15 : 58. 

15. The Scriptures call death an enemy to 
be faced fearlessly only by those who are 
sheltered under the victory of Christ. 


16. No. We can believe and must believe 
in the reality of much that to us now is not 
understandable, which, however, does not 
mean unreasonable. 


17. Romans 6: 6-11 makes it plain that the 
Christian should be dead to sin but alive 
to Christ, through the power of his resurrec- 
tion. — 


18. There is no Scripture that so teaches. 
Paul tells us there are differences in celestial 
bedies (1 Cor. 15:40). John tells us ,we 
shall be like Christ (1 John 3:2). His resur- 
rection body was his glorified human body, 
not an angelic form, for it had the marks 
of his earthly body. Our resurrection bodies 
will be these that we now inhabit but trans- 
formed and glorified. 


19. Titus 2: 12-14. 














The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


Lesson 3.~ April 19. The Bible: Its Subject and Purpose. 2 Tim. 3 


Golden Text.—But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 
are transformed into the same image from P ough glory even as from the Lord the Spirit. 
— 2 Cor. 3:1 











Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
4- Apr. 26.—God the Trinity: His Power 


BAG TET. si sccdscvisvecestsses Acts 17 : 24-31 
Golden Text: John 14: 16 
5. May 3.—God the Father ..... John 8 : 33-44 


Golden Text: John 14 : 23 


6. May 10.—God the Son: His Pre-exist- 
CHEE ssaccses Scpetes sees tase hases John £ : 1-38 
Golden Text: John 8 : 58 
7. May 17.—God the Son: His Incarna- 
CHONES Saeruecaccstes caeresced Matthew 1 ;: 18-25 
Golden Text: 1 Timothy 3 : 16 
8."May 24.—God the Son: His Substitu- 
tionary Sacrifice ......... Hebrews 10 : 1-25 
Golden Text: 1 Peter 3: 18 


. May 31.—God the Son: His Resurrec- 

_tion. and Ascension...1 Corinthians 15 : 1-20 
Golden Text: Romans 8 : 34, R. V. 

io. Tune 7—God the Son: His Priestly 

REINISREP  eicccisidececssste Hebrews 7: 11- 
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Golden Text: Hebrews 9 : 24 
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How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical§Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


REVELATION from God is rea- 

sonable. In the presence of the fact 
of the material universe, a belief in a suffi- 
cient Creator is demanded of all rational 
beings. And, having recognized the Cre- 
ator and man as the consummation of 
creation, it is reasonable to expect that 
the Creator will communicate with the 
creature, revealing his purpose and will. 
God the Creator has done this having 
revealed himself in various ways: 


1. Through Nature.— The _ eternal 
power and Godhead, we are told, is re- 
vealed by the things which are created 
(Rom. 1:20), but, while that revelation 
is limited in that it discloses nothing of 
those divine attributes which have to do 
with redemption and the destiny of men, it 
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Lesson for April 19 
Acts 4:1 to §:11 


is sufficient to the extent that the heathen 
world is without excuse if they do not 
recognize that there is a God. 


2. In Christ.—In the fulness of time 
(Gal. 4:4), God became manifest in the 
flesh. The Son of God came into: the 
world to declare God to men in terms 
of human understanding. By his incar- 
nation, otherwise inscrutable facts con- 
cerning the eternal God have been trans- 
lated into the limited range of human 
comprehension. This revelation contem- 
plates not only the person and power of 
God which was already set forth to a 
limited degree in the things created, but 
more particularly the love of God as set 
forth in the sacrificial death of Christ. 
Christ is an exact portrait of God (Heb. 
1:3), and we should always think of 
Christ as God manifest in the flesh (1 
Tim. 3: 16). e 

3. The Written Word. — This lesson 
has to do with this form of the divine 
manifestation. The Bible not only pre- 
sents God as its supreme Subject, but also 
unfolds his purposes. The written reve- 
lation is all inclusive. It not only re- 
states all the facts concerning God which 
are revealed through nature, and gives 
the only ‘record concerning God’s mani- 
festation in Christ, but it enlarges the 
divine revelation into infinite detail re- 
garding God, the Father, the Son, the 
Spirit, angels, demons, man, sin, salva- 
tion, grace, and glory. In recognizing the 
unique character of the Bible, two things 
especially noted in the title of this les- 
son ne be emphasized: 


I. THe Purpose OF THE BIBLE 


We understand from the written 
Word of God that there is one su- 
preme purpose which actuates God in all 
he has done or will do from the begin- 
ning of creation to the farthest reaches 
of eternity whether it is in Heaven or on 
earth. For this one purpose angels were 
created ; so, also, the material universe and 
man, and though hidden behind an inscrut- 
able mystery, we know that even sin was 
permitted and redemption was provided 
with a view to the realization of this 
supreme purpose. This supreme purpose 
is the glory of God. : 

That God should bring all things to 
pass that he might be glorified would 
seem self-seeking to an infinite degree, 
from a mere human view-point; but this 
theme cannot be limited to the range of 
human conceptions. In the light of Scrip- 
ture revelation, we conclude that because 
God is infinite in his being, his perfec- 
tions, and his blessedness he is worthy 
of infinite glory, and it would be an in- 
justice of infinite proportions should his 
creation withhold from him that honor 
and glory which is rightfully his. 

God is not self-seeking; he who is 
the fountain source of all truth must be 
true to himself as Creatos and Lord of 
all. It is man who is self-centered and 
who can. conceive of nothing more desir- 
able than that man should be exalted and 
glorified. It is man who does not under- 
stand the normal relation which should 
exist between the Creator and the crea- 
ture, and does not ascribe to the Creator 
that glory which is rightfully due him 
because of his person, his position, and 
his character (Exod. 24: 10, 17; 1 Chron, 
165237-20;. Psa. 57211; Isa. 6:1). 

Since the Bible is God’s message to 
man, its supreme purpose is his supreme 
purpose; which is, that he may be glori- 
fied. The Bible records: 


1.'That “all things . . . that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or do- 
minions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him” 
(for his glory, Col. 1:16). Angels and 
men, the material universe and every crea- 
ture, are all created for his glory. ‘The 
ogg declare the glory of God” (Psa. 
19:1). 

2. The nation Israel is for the glory 
of God (Jer. 13:11; Isa. 43:7, 21, 25; 
60:1, 3, 21; 62:3). 

3. Salvation is unto the glory of God 
(Rom. 9: 23), even as it will be a mani- 
festation of the grace of God (Eph. 2: 
7), and is now a manifestation of the 
wisdom of God (Eph. 3: 10). 

4. All service should be unto the glory 
of God (Matt. 5:16; John 15:8; 1 Cor. 
10:31; 1 Pet 2:12; 4:11, 14). Accord- 
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ing to the Scripture assigned for this les- 
son (2 Tim. 3:16, 17), the Bible itself 
is God’s instrument by which he prepares 
the man of God unto every, good work. 

5. The Christian’s new passion is that 
God may be glorified (Rom. 5: 2). 

6. Even the believer’s death is said 
ta be to this one end (John 21:19; Phil. 
1:20). 

_ 7. The saved one is appointed to share 
in yd glory of Christ (John 17:22; Col. 
3: ahs 


II, Tae Susjyect or THE BIBLE 


The Lord Jesus Christ is the supreme 
subject of the Bible. According to 
the Golden Text, this Book like a glass 
reflects “the glory of the Lord” (2 Cor. 
3:18); but the Lord himself has been 
manifested that he, in turn, might reflect 
the glory of God. “For God, who com- 
mandéd the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of 
ne hg the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 
4:6). 


Datuas, TEx. 





Reading Suggestion for This Lesson 


Your Study Bible. By John Weaver Wed- 
dell, D.D. A marvelously enriching series of 
Bible studies, giving wonderful unfoldings of 
the message of the books, until the Bible has 
been searched out from Genesis to Revelation. 
Separate chapters for each book, marked 
texts, and marginal notes. Fully indexed. 
— School Times Co., Philadelphia, 

1.28. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


HE Bible was first written 1,500 years 
_4 before Christ was born. We read in 
it of the lives of many people, of what 
they said and what they did. But God 
wrote the Bible to show us just one per- 
son, and that person is Jesus Christ. 
What he said and what he did is the 
sweetest story ever told. 

God knew that boys and girls would 
ask a lot of questions, so he answered 
all of them hundreds of years before 
they were asked and he answered them 
in just one Book, the Bible. . 

God tells us who made us, when and 
where. He tells us why we-are sinners 
and how Satan led man to sin. He tells 
us of angels who guard our lives. But 
best of all he tells us of the birth, life, 
death, resurrection, ascension, and return 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
(Teacher, dwell here as long as you 
wish. ) 

Jesus lived among the people. Little 
children loved him and he took them in 
his arms and blessed them. He healed 
the sick, made the lame walk and made 
the blind to see. No other man ever did 
these things. Only Jesus who was God’s 
Son and had all power could do these 
things. 

Why do we have a Bible? That we 
may know our best friend, Jesus Christ. 
Read Matthew 18; Matthew 19: 13-15. 

Contrast the lives of boys and girls in 
a Christian land where we have the Bible, 
with those in darkness without the light 
of God’s Word. They have no churches, 
no Sunday-schools, but there is no use 
for church or Sunday-school where there 
is no Bible. All other books get tiresome, 
but the Bible gets better and better. 

Some boys and girls refuse to love 
Jesus. They have no room for him be- 
cause their lives are selfish and wicked. 

_ Have you room for Jesus? Your body 
is the little house where Jesus wants to 
live, He is your friend. You invite your 
friends in when they knock at your door. 

Read aloud Revelation 3:20. Jesus is 
knocking. Wéill_you open the door? The 
latch is inside. He cannot open it, but he 
will come in if you open the door and in- 
vite him in. 

_ If any boy or girl will open I will come 
in, says Jesus. Have you opened the door? 
Then where is Jestfs? Inside. Tell the 
good news that Jesus saves (Rom. 6: 23). 


Memory Verses 
Cradle Roll: 2 Timothy 3:16a, “All 


scripture is given by . . . God.’ 
Beginners: 2 Timothy 3:16a, “All 
scripture is given by . . . God.” 





Primary: 2 Timothy 3: 16. 
Teacher—Do not fail to study care- 
fully the Whole Bible Lesson by Mr. 
Chafer. Teachers of children need first 
the advanced study of the lesson, then 
simplify the truths for the children, 
Fort Worth, TEx. 
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April’s Whisper-Drop 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


WwW eee nestled snug and 
warm in the arms of fluffy, fleecy, 
feathery Mother Cloud. She was such 
a shy, timid Drop that her brothers and 
sisters called her Whisper. 

They liked to scamper all over Cloud- 
land, often getting into mischief, and 
coming back to Mother Cloud all smeared 
with cream from the Milky Way. Then, 
— a fuss as there was getting washed 
up 
But Whisper-Drop’s heart was big and 
true. “When I leave you, dear Mother 
Cloud,” she would say, close to her 
mother’s breast, “it will to do some 
great ard worthy deed in the world.” 

Now you may not believe it, but the 
King of Cloudland heard that whisper, 
and he needed just such a staunch, loyal 
little friend. So he sent a cool, cool 
Messenger Breeze to visit Mother Cloud. 

“T greet you in the name of the king!” 
announced the Messenger. 

Mother Cloud bowed low. 

“The King desires to send Whisper- 
Drop on a mission to the Earth,” con- 
tinued the Messenger. “There have been 
no bird songs there all through the win- 
ter months, and it is a dreary world 
without song.” 

ow as the cool, cool Breeze blew over 
the fluffy, fleecy, feathery Cloud, Whis- 
per-Drop felt herself swelling, and get- 
ting bigger and bigger. She was so full 
of joy she could hardly restrain herself, 
She was going on a mission to the Earth, 
the King had commanded it! In rapture 
she whirled about in Mother Cloud’s 
arms. Then, suddenly, she fell out! 

Down, down, down! She wasn’t a part 
of the fluffy, fleecy, feathery Cloud any 
more. She was a Rain Drop, falling to 
Earth on a mission. 

She came down so softly, and fell so 
lightly on a tree top that nothing stirred. 
She rolled down a green, shiny leaf, 
laughing to herself for joy, and spatter- 
ing, or was it sputtering a bit, too! Then 
she trickled right over the edge of a 
leaf, and landed on some soft feathers. 

“You sleepy bird,” she whispered, pre- 
tending to be cross. “Don’t you know 
that spring is here? I am April’s Whis- 
per-Drop, and have brought a message 
from the King. Tune up your vocal 
chords, and sing joy and love into the 
heart of the world.” : 

Now the birdling turned her head, 
and cocked her eye at the Rain Drop on 
her wing. “A song?” she said. “A song! 
My throat is parched, but now that you 
have come the birds’ baths in the gar- 
dens will be filled with April showers. 
We shall rejoice and sing with might and 
main.” 

Whisper-Drop trembled with gladness, 
and trickled over the edge of the nest, 
Down, down, down, she fell into the 
heart of a flower. 

Now wouldn’t you suppose she would 
have been happy there? Not at all! 
That dear, sweet, patient Whisper-Drop 
grew homesick and lonely. She looked 
up from the flower in the garden to the 
great sky above, and longed to be back 
in the arms of fluffy, fleecy, feathery 
Mother Cloud. Her heart was nigh to 
breaking, and she wept bitter tears. 

Now the King of Cloudland was a 
good, kind King. When he saw that 
Whisper-Drop had delivered his -message, 
and that she was lonely and homesick, he 
sent a ray of Sunshine down through the 
trees. It flickered about the garden, 
sending gladdening, quickening darts into 
the far corners, untrl it spied Whisper- 
Drop almost hidden in a flower. 

“By the jumping john rogers!” ex- 
claimed the frolicsome ray of Sunshine, 
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“If this isn’t a Dew Drop weeping her 
heart out! This will never do!” 

And she proceeded to warm the heart 
of Whisper-Drop until Whisper-Drop 
felt herself changing, growing light and 
airy. Indeed, she grew as light as a 
feather, then lighter than a feather. She 
felt herself lifted up, drawn by the sun, 
Warmth and joy surged through her. 
Up, up, and all the time she was joined 
by hosts of her brothers and sisters, all 
vapory, airy nothingness. The rays of 
the sun were drawing them closer to- 
gether. 

It seemed almost too good to be true, 
for there was fluffy, fleecy, feathery 
Mother Cloud with her arms outstretched, 
waiting to receive them. 

With a happy little sigh of content 
Whisper-Drop nestled down close to.the 
heart of Mother Cloud. 


PertH Amboy, N. J. 


Dr. Pace’s Speaking 
' Engagements 


AA ANY Sunday School Times readers 


have enjoyed the privilege of hear- 
ing the messages of Dr. E. J. Pace, The 
Sunday School Times gifted cartoonist, 
and will be glad to learn that Dr. Pace 
is now filling a series of engagements at 
the following places: 


Elkhart, Ind., March 29-April 8.—First Baptist 
Church. Address care of the Rey. Charles 
Heaton. 

Elizabethtown, Pa., April 10-12.—Interdenom- 
inational Bible Conference. Address, care 
of E. F. G. Hershey. 

Middletown, Pa., April 19-21.—Interdenomina- 
tional Bible Conference. Address, care Rene 
G. Grove. 

Schuylkill Haven, Pa., April 22-30.—First 
United Brethren Church. Address, care the 
Rev. Charles Beittel. 

St. Louis, Mo., May 3-17.—The Gospel Cen- 
ter. 

Portsmouth, Ohio, May 2-31.— Nauvoo 
United Brethren Church. Address care of 
the Rev. Carl Sweazey. 


Those who would like to secure Dr. 
Pace for Spirit-filled messages on the 
deepening of the Christian life, may com- 
municate with him at any of the above 
addresses, 









are used in thousands of schools, 
churches and hospitals. This line 
of lanterns, for slides and opaque 
objects — for projection in day- 
light as well as in the dark —is 
the most complete in the world: 


Write for Catalog 
Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. ¥. 








PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, ioavne Michese’ 


BRONZETABLETS 


Designs and Estiniates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 
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Individual Cups 


Every charch should Clean and sanitary. Trial free. 
Themes Communion Service Ce. Box S Lima, Ohie 


qCaurca FURNITURE 
Pews, 
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THE HIGH WAY 


CAROLINE ATWATER MASON’S 
BOOK OF THE HOUR 


A thrilling story of present-day conditions 
Suitable for young and old 


Fifth edition. $2.00, postpaid. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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In addition to the first mortgage security, 
Arnold Certificates Hd 


pomamed b 
s id ane Company» and Capital and 
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eusseedial epenation dating back to 1895. 
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Subscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 


$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

° separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 


$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 

_In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


When the subscription rates for The Sun- 
day School Times for the United States were 
advanced a few years ago, the Canadian rates 
were not advanced, although United States 
publications in general have long been ac- 
customed to ask their Canadian subscribers 
to meet the extra cost of the higher periodi- 
cal postage rate charged by the Canadian 
Post Office on United States publications. 

On account of war and post-war conditions, 
and the adverse rate of exchange, the sub- 
scription rates of The Sunday School Times 
for Canada were maintained at the same fig- 
ure as the rates for the United States. 

But the postage on each Canadian annual 
subscription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage on 
a subscription delivered in the United States 
while the Company receives from Canadian 
subscribers only the same amount as that 
paid by United States subscribers. 

This extra postage amounts to such a con- 
siderable figure when multiplied by the thou- 
sands. of Canadian subscriptions on our list 
that, in the light of these facts, we believe 
our Canadian friends will not wish us to con- 
tinue to assume the cost of this additional 
postage, which, however, is not a large 
amount for any one subscriber, or Sunday- 
school. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
now receivable at the present rate plus 25 
cents for postage. That is, the Canadian 
club subscription price becomes $1.75 a year, 
and the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents cach for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


Enough copies of any one Issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. . 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The white spaces are to be filled with letters forming words that answer to the 
definitions given below. The first letter of each word is indicated by a number in 
the white squares. The number of white squares extending either to the right or 
down from any numbered square tells you the number of letters in the word. Most 
of the words, but not necessarily all, are in the Bible. It might be well to fill in, in 
both directions, such words as you are sure of. These will give you hints as to 
other words that you do not know or are uncertain about. 


ACROSS 
1.—Reverence 
4—To strike 
1o.—Part of verb “to have” 
13.—Where the deceased Christian goes 
15.—One who tunes harps 
16.—What one needs to hear the Gospel 
17.—Unwilling 
19.—To work hard 
20.—Mineral symbolic of the Christian 
22.—Part of the fox Samson tied 
24.—Swift 
26.—Like 
28.—Mire (two words) 
31.—Mother ; 
32—A word in Revelation 3:20 
34.—Recent . 
35-—Period of time 
36.—Came together 
37-—-To commune with God 
39.—A punctuation mark 
40.—Those who tell falsehoods 
41.—A night bird 
44.—Fence 
44.—Talked to Balaam on his journey + 
45.—Helped put “sweet in the strong” for 
Samson 
47.-—The land where Cain went 
so.—Another namie for Ai 
51.—Similar 
s2.—Ground 
53-—A plain in Babylon in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
time 
s$.—Pronoun 
56.--To bind around 
§8.—Violent anger 
60.—When one proceeds 
61.—What God gives us to breathe 
63.—A windstorm 
65.—What a beast of burden carries 
66.—Arrangement 
68.—-Bestowed 
70.—Peculiar 
7t.—Crude iron 
72.—What Daniel was put into 
73-—Possessive pronoun 


DOWN 
1—An exclamation 
2.—Word used when a sinner has been saved 
3-—-To send forth 
§-—Mountain (abbreviation) 
6.—To place 
97.—Lazy 
8.—The Greek Testament 
9.—Language of the New Testament (abbre- 
viation) : , 
10.—Command to stop 
11.—Skill 
12.—Sunday-school (abbreviation) 
14—Son of Shem 
16.—Direction from which the wise men cate 





18.—King of the beasts 

20.—Mother of Isaac (variant) 

21—A short breath 

23.—What the serpent told Eve 

24.—A tree of Lebanon 

25.—An Old Testament ‘measure 

27.—To excel 

29.—Thronged 

30.—Word, in 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 

g1.—What the Jews are looking for 

33.—Divisions 

36.—Waters Moses made sweet 

38.—A ffiirmative 

39.—An ancient city of the Canaanites 

41.—The singular form of “Baalim” 

43-—What Satan is the father of 

48-—What prison cells have 

46.—A word of Matthew 28 : 20 

48.—Possessive pronoun 

49.—To pull or haul 

s2—What Peter did when he denied Christ 

s4.—A king of Amalek 

56.—An instrument used to make oxen move 

s7-—To have done with 

59.—Valley where Israelites were encamped 
when David killed Goliath 

60.—The Creator 

61.—Existing 

62.—The sea the Israelites crossed 

64.—The mother of Abel 

65.—Behold 

66.—Else ; 

67.—A prefix meaning “again” 

69.—Eldest son of Judah 


Answers to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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A new Bible Cross Word Puzzle and the solution of this week’s puzzle will be 
published in next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times. 





APRIL 4, 1925 





Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for, answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1631 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too mal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am writing this from 
my very heart, and I do hope you can help 
me. I am a young Christian and accepted 
Christ when a little girl. I do not think 
I really understood the importance of the 
step I was taking. I do now and believe I 
am a Christian, and@et I don’t feel satisfied. 
I do not seem to have the wonderful joy 
and happiness that a Christian should have. 
I read my Bible, pray, and do a great deal 
of church work, and yet I. don’t think I 
have as yet caught the spirit—the spirit of 
the Holy Ghost. I seem to lose the inspiration 
during the week which I receive on Sunday, 
I have not quite stepped over the boundary 
to God, but it is not because I do not wish 
to. Oh, pray for me that I may receive this 
for which I am looking.—A SEEKER. 


Y DEAR SEEKER: “Blessed are 

they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness; for they shall be 
filled” (Matt. 6:5). you need any- 
thing more to make you know God is 
meeting your request, and it is up to you 
to accept? Nothing gives God more de- 
light than to pour out his Spirit, and fill 
the believing ones with his “Free Spirit” ! 
He is ready, waiting to give freely, but 
you must be willing to seek and to truly 
seek him. Do you have a tendency to 
take all that is given you on Sunday and 
expect to on that inspiration all 
week? If you do, you will find it will 
be very stale by the middle of the week, 
God has a fresh supply for you every 
hour, and moment by moment! 

If you should feast all week on the 
food left over from Sunday, you would 
find it very hard to take and digest, ere 
many hours were gone. No, we must 
“drink at the fountain” continually. Say- 
ing prayers is good, but you want to do 
more than that. You are hungry, and 
you are thirsty, and you want to pour out 
your soul before almighty God, and be in 
such earnestness, that he will so draw 
nigh to yeu, that the power will be felt 
even as it was in Acts, second chapter. 
This same power is for you, and God is 
waiting to bestow it on you. Have you 
taken it? 

I wish you would send to The Sunday 
School Times office for a leaflet called 
“The Life that Wins,” by Charles G. 
Trumbull. You will find so much _ that 
is helpful in this little talk, that I am 
sure you will be helped into that larger, 
fuller life of the aoe See which you 
are craving, and which is for you. 

I wonder what you are holding back 
from God? I wonder if you have given 
yourself an examination to see if you are 
willing to follow Christ all the way? 
“Here we offer and present ourselves 
unto thee, O Lord” (see Rom. 12:1, 2). 
Take the consecration hymn by Frances 
Ridley Havergal and go through it line 
by line, and in detail give yourself to your 
Lord, and then in complete surrender 
know your Lord not only hears but an- 
swers,-and accepts the offer of all you 
are. You must do the believing, and 
know your Lord accepts you! If your 
surrender is complete, it is’ sure to come 
to pass that God will shed his power 
upon you, and the Holy Spirit will come 
in and abide with you, and you will 
have him as Paul tells us, “hidden” in 

ou, the “hope of Glory”! “For me to 
ive is Christ”! 

There is also a booklet on “The Three- 
fold Secret of the Holy Spirit,” by 
James H. McConkey, to be had from the 
Silver Publishing Society, 1013 Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh. This will help you 
see the light, and lead you in closer fel- 
lowship with the Holy Spirit. 


Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is the 
Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and clearly (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, 75. cts.). 


—- 
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Lesson for April 19 
Acts 4:1 to 5:11 





SO very 


Sani-F usu cleans and puri- 
fies the toilet bowl. It cleans 
the hidden, unhealthful trap, 
which cannot be reached by 
other means. It destroys all 
foul odors. 

— 4 sprinkle Sani-Flush 
into the toilet bowl—follow 
directions on the can—and 
flush. Then watch how 
quickly and thoroughly it 
does its wonderful work. It 
removes all marks, stains and 
incrustations—leaves the 
bowl beautifully white and 
clean. No scrubbing. No 
dipping your hands in the 
water. 

Sani-Flush is absolutely 
harmless to plumbing con- 
nections. Keep it handy in 
the bathroom. 

Buy Sani-Flush at your gro- 
cery, drug or hardware store, 
or send 25¢ for a fuil-size can, 


iSani-Flush 


Cleans Closet Bowls Without Scouring 


Tue Hycienic Propucts Co. 
Canton, Ohio 

















$1,000 FOR A STORY 


The first story, it was, after the author joined Press 
Reporting Syndicate. Another woman member sold 
her first article for $250. Authorship pays big. If YOU 
want to sell your stories, articles or poems, write to- 
er. for our FREE opyright book “HOW ‘TO 
WRITE FOR PAY” an rn how these ambitious 
writers succeeded from the start. Write now. No 
obligation. 


PRESS REPORTING SYNDICATE 
1245 Times Bidg., St. Louis, Mo. 





PARISH PAPERS 
amy churth, school or class ¥can 
ae -apapative plan, A parish paper 


fills empty pews, keeps community 
informed, speeds up’ church work, 










Free Samples and Particulars. 
Our plan provides a paper for your 
church without cost to you. 

The National Religious Press 

8.8. T. Grand Rapids, Mich. 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 
WANTED 4 for igiris 2-18. with 


experience in organizing groups, Y. W. C. A., 








‘Atlantic City. 








Teach Children 
To Use 


Cuticura 


Soothes and Heals aT = 
Rashes and Irritrtions 7 
Cuticura Soap Keezs the Skin Clear 






















In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as thetadver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





April 26. Friendliness as Expressed Through 
Educational Missions. Acts 18:1-11; 19: 


8-10. 

May 3. How Can We Help to Make Home 
Happy?:. Eph. 4 : 29-32; 5:1, 2. (Conse- 
cration meeting.) 

May 10. Where and How Should We Spend 
Sunday? Psa. 122: 1-9; Heb. 10: 25. 

May 17. How to Make the Most of Summer. 
Mark 6:31, 32; Rom. 13: 11-14. 


Sunday, April 19 
My Denomination : Its History and 
Principles (Acts 1 : 1-8; 2 Tim. 
3: 14-17) 





Mon.—Beginnings (Acts 2: 1-8). 

Tues.—Persecutions (Acts 8 : 1-4). 

Wed.—Heroes (Acts 5 : 24-32). 

Thurs.—Loyalty to the Bible (Acts 17: 
10-12). 

Fri—Love for men (Rom. 9: 1-3; 10:1). 

Sat.—Loyalty to Christ (Gal. 2: 19-21). 











How did our denomination originate? 

What distinctive truths does our denomi- 
nation teach? 

What progress is our denomination making 
to-day? 


HE New Britain Herald is quoted as 
commenting, “A magazine writer says 
we need a new religion. But let’s not do 
anything rash until we try the old ‘one.” 
The message of the Gospel, Christ’s 
death for sinners, his burial, his resur- 
rection and ascension, with which the 
early Christian Church was _ entrusted, 
was a completed message to which noth- 
ing need be or can be added. This 
message was the foundation and sub- 
stance of the teaching of the early Church 
(Acts 2: 23, 24, 32, 33; 1 Cor. 15: 1-8). 
ve 


As the years passed and the Church 
grew and spread, a condition arose, not 
through the incompleteness or failure of 
the message, but through failure of the 
Church herself to hold fast to the old 
faith, that called for a re-emphasis of 
the truth as already known by the Church 
and set forth in the Bible. 

So Martin Luther was raised up to 
sound forth in clarion tones the restate- 
ment of justification by faith. It found 
ready response in the hearts of many be- 
lievers, and the great Protestant move- 
ment began, not to formulate a new re- 
ligion, but to draw men back to the faith 
“once for all delivered to the saints.” 

Later, when frivolity and excess in 
dress and in manner of living threatened 
man’s spiritual progress, the Friends 
came forward with their plain and sim- 
ple costumes and their belief in the Word 
of God, to check the evil. 

Still later, when worldliness and sin 
had well-nigh taken possession of the 
Church of England, John Wesley and 
his followers stepped forth to turn men’s 
thoughts back to the Bible and to God. 

So it has often been. It is true that 
some denominations have been founded 
in error and untruth, but whenever the 
Church has been unfaithful to her trust, 
God in his mercy and love has raised 
up those who have sounded afresh some 
needed truth of his Word. A group of 
like-minded followers has formed around 
these men and they have become known 
to the world by some name that gradu- 
ally has come to stand for a new de- 
nomination, ie 


Too frequently do young folks accept 
the denomination of their parents as sort 
of an inheritance without inquiring why 
it exists or wherein it differs from other 
denominations. It is well to learn the 
history of our denomination and the prin- 
ciples for which it stands, that we may 
be able to give a reason for our con- 
nection with our denomination, and also 
that we may get inspiration from the lives 
of those who have sacrificed and suf- 
fered for the principles that have been 
passed on to us. 

You may go to your pastor and get him 





to explain to you the principles for which 
your denomination stands. He will be 
able to recommend books that you may 
read about your church history and that 
may be helpful in presenting this topic 
to your society. 


In looking backward we miss the great 
lessons of the past if we do not also ex- 
amine the present and think about the 
future. Talk over with your pastor the 
work of your particular denomination at 
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it is holding to the principles for which 
it was founded, how it is meeting the 
needs and problems of the present day, 
and what are its plans for the future. 


4 

Am I faithful to the principles of Chris- 
tianity laid down by Christ Jesus and set 
forth in the Bible? 

Is my denomination faithful to all these 
principles? 

Is there need to-day for re-emphasis of any 
of these principles? 





large. Get him to show you how closely 


PHILADELPHIA. 





BIBLE SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES 





S) orcUrlmelebenbents am Gelthare 
Moody Bible Institute “ia:s."" 


Of exceptional value for 


teachers and Christian workers 
desiring better equipment for the 
varied lines of Church, Missionary 


and Sunday-school work. 


Astrong, attractiveprogram. Instruction 
free of charge by the Institute’s reguiar 
teaching staff, also distinguished special 


instructors. Many former 
returning this year for spiritu 


ment character strengthening. 
Board and Room less than $10 per week. Pro- 


Apply Earl i 
ih 4 ental fst oe Ry 
of W 





for Reservations 


3. School, 946; Night 


pastors, 


students 
al refresh- * Reo. James M. Gray, D. D. 
President of the Institute 





th list of Instructors and Subjects 


omen, 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
Present Enrollment: Day School, 653; Correspondence School, 7025. 








INTERDENOMINATIONAL! EV 


* The National 


request. Address Superintendent of Men, or 
653; 
ANGELICAL! EVANGELISTIC! 


Bible Institute 


330-348 West 55th Street, New York City 
DON O. SHELTON, President. M. T. SHELFORD, Dean. HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 


COURSES OF STUDY 
I. THEOLOGICAL. A standard course preparing for the work of the Gospel Ministry, com- 


bining all the regular features of a strong 


Theological Seminary curriculum. 


II. MISSIONARY. Combining Theology, Bible and Medicine. Nearly three hundred grad- 
uates now on foreign mission fields under thirty-five different Missionary Boards. 


Hi. GOSPEL MUSIC. 
IV. CHRISTIAN SERVICE SECRETARIAL. 


V. CHRISTIAN SERVICE NURSING. 
VI. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL. 


A new fire-proof building, to accommodate two hundred and fifty additional students, is now 


being erected. Tuition Free. Room and Board 


at reasonable rates. Opportunities for self-help. 


Catalogue and further information sent on request 








Said a Christian College President 

saree Mj | ee 

“They teach Evolution in eur Kindergartens to-day.” 
THINK OF IT—TAKING THE BABIES 
FROM OUR HOMES AND INJECTING 
POISONOUS DOCTRINE INTO THEIR 
YOUNG HEARTS ! 


+ The result will most likely be—e nation of 
skeptics, agnostics, infidele and lawbreakers 


The Philadelphia School of the Bible 


wants twenty-five “‘red blooded” young, virile men 
and women “‘called of God” to join the Day School on 
SEPTEMBER 28, 1925 
and train for Christian Leadership. 
Three years course— Three terms per year. Tuition free 


. Write the General Secretary —TO-DAY —for in- 
formation. 


The Philadelphia School of the Bible 


1721-25 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

















The Brookes Bible Institute 


2051 Park Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 


is strictly a Bible School—fitting for Christian 
Service, by Bible training alone—The Whole 
Bible—the very Word, of God concerning 
Jesus Christ as the Eternal Son of God is 
supreme in every class. $5.00 weekly from 
resident students does not cover the actual ex- 
pense to the Institute, but itehelps make it 
possible for students to attend. 


Term closes June 15. Write for Catalog _ 


The Bible Students League 


Are You a Member? 

, Hundreds are enjoying the benefits of System- 
atic Bible Study at home. Thirty Minutes a day. 
Why not you? 

Complete Biblical education. True to the Bible. 
20 page Catalogue Free. 


BIBLE STUDENTS LEAGUE 
Dept. B Claremont, Cal. 


The Missionary Training Institute of 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Nyack, N. Y., trains men and women for effective 
jonary work. Thousands have been trained, 














St. Paul Bible Training School 


OF THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 
Rev. J. D. Williams, Supt. Rev. Hl. M. Freligh, Prin. and Sec. 
1636 Sherburne Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 
This school offers a two-year training course in the 
Word of God, with English, Reading, Phonics, An- 
cient History, Church History, and other helpful 
studies. Excellent opportunities are also afforded for 
personal work and soul-winning. Write for particulars, 


Our motte is“ The Whole Bible to the Whole World.’’ 
Write for catalog and further particulars to 


REV. C. EICHER, Dean 
Missionary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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The Sanday School Cimes 


Philadelphia, April 4, 1925 














Subscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 
$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2. 00 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 


per year. One oom, Bs five years, $7.50. 
In recognition o club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 


for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


When the subscription rates for The Sun- 
day School Times for the United States were 
advanced a few years ago, the Canadian rates 
were not advanced, although United States 
publications in general have long been ac- 
customed to ask their Canadian subscribers 
to meet the extra cost of the higher periodi- 
cal postage rate charged by the Canadian 
Post Office on United States publications. 

On account of war and post-war conditions, 
and the adverse rate of exchange, the sub- 
scription rates of The Sunday School Times 
for Canada were maintained at the same fig- 
ure as the rates for the United States. 

But the postage on each Canadian annual 
subscription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage on 
a subscription delivered in the United States 
while the Company receives from Canadian 
subscribers only the same amount as that 
paid by United States subscribers. 

This extra postage amounts to such a con- 
siderable figure when multiplied by the thou- 
sands. of Canadian subscriptions on our list 
that, in the light of these facts, we believe 
our Canadian friends will not wish us to con- 
tinue to assume the cost of this additional 
postage, which, however, is not a large 
amount for any one subscriber, or Sunday- 
school. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
now receivable at the present rate plus 25 
cents for postage. That is, the Canadian 
club subscription price becomes $1.75 a year, 
and the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


Enough copies of any one Issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1831 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








































































































































































































The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 
, 42 > 7, we © Ff PP 10 fu faz 
1s \¢ i¢ 6 
7 18a ‘9 29 
at 2z 2+ 2 
26 27 28 29 3°0 38 
32 33 3+ 35 3 
37 3% 39 
42 +3 
++ 46 +7 |+8 [+9 so 
st s2 ss St+ ss 
56 s7 ss s9 
60 1 62 as 6+ 
6s 6 o7 68 62 
10 7 72 73 






































The white spaces are to be filled with letters forming words that answer to the 


definitions given below. 
the white squares. 


The first letter of each word is indicated by a number in 
The number of white squares extending either to the right or 


down from any numbered square tells you the number of letters in the word. Most 


of the words, but not necessarily all, are in the Bible. 
both directions, such words as you are sure of. 


It might be well to fill in, in 
These will give you hints as to 


other words that you do not know or are uncertain about. 


ACROSS 
1.—Reverence 
4—To strike 
10.—Part of verb “to have” 
13.—Where the deceased Christian goes 
15.—One who tunes harps 
16.—What one needs to hear the Gospel 
17.—Unwilling 
19.—To work hard 
20.—Mineral symbolic of the Christian 
22.—Part of the fox Samson tied 
24.—Swift 
26.—Like 
28.—Mire (two words) 
31.—Mother 
32—A word in Revelation 3320 
34.—Recent 
a eaed of time 
eas together 
37-—To commune with God 
39-—A punctuation mark 
sass who tell falsehoods 
S —A night bird 
4a.—Fence 
44.—Talked to Balaam on his journey 
45.—Helped put “sweet in the strong” for 
Samson 
47-—The land where Cain went 
3o.—Another namie for Ai 
s1.—Similar 
s2.—Ground 
ite plain in Babylon in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
time 
s$.—Pronoun 
56.—To bind around 
58.—Violent anger 
60.—When one proceeds 
61.—What God gives us to breathe 
63—~A windstorm 
6s.—What a beast of burden carries 
66.—Arrangement 
68.—Bestowed 
7o.—Peculiar 
71.—Crude iron 
72.—What Daniel was put into 
73-—Possessive pronoun 


DOWN 
1—An exclamation 
2—Word used when a sinner has been saved 
3-—To send forth 
§.—Mountain (abbreviation) 
6.—To place 
7.—Lazy 
&—The Greek Testament 
9.—Language of the New Testament (abbre- 
viation) : 
1o.—Command to stop 
11.—Skill 
12.—Sunday-school (abbreviation) 
1%4—Son of Shem 
16.—Direction from which the wise men came 





18.—King of the beasts 

20.—Mother of Isaac (variant) 

21.—A short breath 

23-—What the serpent told Eve 

24.—A tree of Lebanon 

25.—An Old Testament ‘measure 

27.—To excel 

29.—Thronged 

30.—Word, in 1 Thessalonians 4 : 16 

31.—What the Jews are looking for 

33.—Divisions 

36.—Waters Moses made sweet 

38.—Affirmative 

39.—An ancient city of the Canaanites 

41.—The singular form of “Baalim” 

43-—What Satan is the father of 

4$.—What prison cells have 

46.—A word of Matthew 28 : 20 

48.—Possessive pronoun 

49.—To pull or haul 

sa.—What Peter did when he denied Christ 
s4.—A king of Amalek 

- a —An instrument used to make oxen move 

57-—To have done with 

59.—Valley where Israelites were encamped 

when David killed Goliath 

60.—The Creator 

61.—Existing 

62.—The sea the Israelites crossed 

64.—The mother of Abel 

65.—Behold 

66.—Else 

67.—A. prefix meaning “again” 

69.—Eldest son of Judah 


Answers to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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A new Bible Cross Word Puzzle and the solution of this week’s puzzle will be 


published in next week’s issue of The Sunday School T 


imes. 





Questions for, answer,’ and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am writirig this from 
my very heart, and I do hope you can help 
me. I am a young Christian and accepted 
Christ when a little girl. I do not think 
I really understood the importance of the 
step I was taking. I do now and believe I 
am a Christian, and@et I don’t feel satisfied. 
I do not seem to have the wonderful joy 
and happiness that a Christian should have. 
I read my Bible, pray, and do a great deal 
of church work, and yet I. don’t think I 
have as yet caught the spirit—the spirit of 
the Holy Ghost. I seem to lose the inspiration 
during the week which I receive on Sunday. 
I have not quite stepped over the boundary 
to God, but it is not because I do not wish 
to. Oh, pray for me that I may receive this 
for which I am looking.—A SEEKER. 


Y DEAR SEEKER: “Blessed are 

they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness; for they shall be 
filled” (Matt. 6:5). Do you need any- 
thing more to make you know God is 
meeting your request, and it is up to you 
to accept? Nothing gives God more de- 
light than to pour out his Spirit, and fill 
the believing ones with his “Free Spirit” ! 
He is ready, waiting to give freely, but 
you must be willing to seek and to truly 
seek him. Do you have a tendency to 
take all that is given you on Sunday and 
expect to feed on that inspiration all 
week? If you do, you will find it will 
be very stale by the middle of the week. 
God has a fresh supply for you every 
hour, and moment by moment! 

If you should feast all week on the 
food left over from Sunday; you would 
find it very hard to take and digest, ere 
many hours were gone. No, we must 
“drink at the fountain” continually. Say- 
ing prayers is good, but you want to do 
more than that. You are hungry, and 
you are thirsty, and you want to pour out 
your soul before almighty God, and be in 
such earnestness, that he will so draw 
nigh to yeu, that the power will be felt 
even as it was in Acts, second chapter. 
This same power is for you, and God is 
waiting to bestow it on you. Have you 
taken it? 

I wish you would send to The Sunday 
School Times office for a leaflet called 
“The Life that Wins,” by Charles G. 
Trumbull, You will find so much_ that 
is helpful in this little talk, that I am 
sure you will be helped into that larger, 
fuller life of the = otal for which you 
are craving, and which is for you. 

I wonder what you are holding back 
from God? I wonder if you have given 
yourself an examination to see if you are 
willing to follow Christ all the way? 
“Here we offer and present ourselves 
unto thee, O Lord” (see Rom. 12:1, 2). 
Take the consecration hymn by Frances 
Ridley Havergal and go through it line 
by line, and in detail give yourself to your 
Lord, ‘and then in complete surrender 
know your Lord not only hears but an- 
swers,-and accepts the offer of all you 
are. You must do the “believing, and 
know your Lord accepts you! If your 
surrender is complete, it is’ sure to come 
to pass that God will shed his power 
upon you, and the Holy Spirit will come 
in and abide with you, and you will 
have him as Paul tells us, “hidden” in 
you, the “hope of Glory”! “For me to 
live is Christ”! 

There is also a booklet on “The Three- 
fold Secret of the Holy Spirit,” by 
James H. McConkey, to be had from the 
Silver Publishing Society, 1013 Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh. This will help you 
see the light, and lead you in closer fel- 
lowship with the Holy Spirit. 


Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is the 
Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and ry (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 
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Lesson for April 19 
Acts 4:1 to 5:11 





San1-F.usx cleans and puri- 
fies thre toilet bowl. It cleans 
the hidden, unhealthful trap, 
which cannot be reached by 
other means. It destroys all 
foul odors. 





ae sprinkle Sani-Flush 


into the toilet bowl—follow 
directions on the can—and 
flush. Then watch how 
quickly and thoroughly it 
does its wonderful work. It 
removes all marks, stains and 
incrustations—leaves the 
bowl beautifully white and 
clean. No scrubbing. No 
dipping your hands in the 
water. 

Sani-Flush is absolutely 
harmless to plumbing con- 
nections. Keep it handy in 
the bathroom. 

Buy Sani-Flush at your gro- 
cery, drug or hardware store, 
or send 25¢ for a full-size can. 





Cleans Closet Bowls Without Scouring 


Tue Hycienic Propucts Co. 
Canton, Ohio 








$1,000 FOR A STORY 


The first story, it was, after the author joined Press 
Reporting Syndicate. Another woman member sold 
her first article for $250. Authorship pays big. If YOU 
want to sell your stories, articles or poems, write to- 
day for our FREE Cop right book “HOW TO 
WRITE FOR PAY” an ro how these ambitious 





- writers succeeded from the start. Write now. No 
La 


obligation. 
PRESS REPORTING SYNDICATE 
1245 Times Bidg., St. Louis, Mo. 









PARISH PAPERS 


Any church, school or class %an 
publish a parish paper by using our 
co-operative plan, A parish paper 





Free Samples and Particulars. 
Our plan provides a paper for your 
church without cost to you. 

The National Religious Press 

8.8. T. Grand Rapids, Mich. 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 


WANTE A CHRISTIAN WORKER 


for girls 12-18, with 
experience in organizing groups, Y. W. C. A., 








‘Atlantic City. 








Teach Children 
To Use 


Cuticura 


Soothes and Heals 
Rashes and Irritrtions 


Cuticura Soap Kee,s the Skin Clear 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as thetadver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





April 2. Friendliness as Expressed Through 
Educational Missions. Acts 18:1-113 19: 
8-10. 

May 3. How Can We Help to Make Home 
Happy?:. Eph. 4: 29-32; 5:1, 2 (Conse- 
cration meeting.) 

May 10. Where and How Should We Spend 
Sunday? Psa. 122: 1-9; Heb. 10: 25. 

May 17. How to Make the Most of Summer. 
Mark 6:31, 32; Rom. 13: 11-14. 


Sunday, April 19 
My Denomination : Its History and 
Principles (Acts 1 : 1-8; 2 Tim. 
3: 14-17) 





Mon.—Beginnings (Acts 2 : 1-8). 

Tues.—Persecutions (Acts 8 : 1-4). 

Wed.—Heroes (Acts 5 : 24-32). 

Thurs.—Loyalty to the Bible (Acts 17: 
10-12). 

Fri—Love for men (Rom. 9:1-5; 10:1). 

Sat.—Loyalty to Christ (Gal. 2: 19-21). 














How did our denomination originate? 

What distinctive truths does our denomi- 
nation teach? 

What progress is our denomination making 
to-day? 


HE New Britain Herald is quoted as 
commenting, “A magazine writer says 
we need a new religion. But let’s not do 
anything rash until we try the old one.” 
The message of the Gospel, Christ’s 
death for sinners, his burial, his resur- 
rection and ascension, with which the 
early Christian Church was _ entrusted, 
was a completed message to which noth- 
ing need be or can be added. This 
message was the foundation and sub- 
stance of the teaching of the early Church 
(Acts 2: 23, 24, 32, 33; 1 Cor. 15: 1-8). 
ye 


As the years passed and the Church 
grew and spread, a condition arose, not 
through the incompleteness or failure of 
the message, but through failure of the 
Church herself to hold fast to the old 
faith, that called for a re-emphasis of 
the truth as already known by the Church 
and set forth in the Bible. 

So Martin Luther was raised up to 
sound forth in clarion tones the restate- 
ment of justification by faith. It found 
ready response in the hearts of many be- 
lievers, and the great Protestant move- 
ment began, not to formulate a new re- 
ligion, but to draw men back to the faith 
“once for all delivered to the saints.” 

Later, when frivolity and excess in 
dress and in manner of living threatened 
man’s spiritual progress, the Friends 
came forward with their plain and sim- 
ple costumes and their belief in the Word 
of God, to check the evil. 

Still later, when worldliness and sin 
had well-nigh taken possession of the 
Church of England, John Wesley and 
his followers stepped forth to turn men’s 
thoughts back to the Bible and to God. 

So it has often been. It is true that 
some denominations have been founded 
in error and untruth, but whenever the 
Church has been unfaithful to her trust, 
God in his mercy and love has raised 
up those who have sounded afresh some 
needed truth of his Word. <A group of 
like-minded followers has formed around 
these men. and they have become known 
to the world by some name that gradu- 
ally has come to stand for a new de- 
nomination. a 


Too frequently do young folks accept 
the denomination of their parents as sort 
of an inheritance without inquiring why 
it exists or wherein it differs from other 
denominations. It is well to learn the 
history of our denomination and the prin- 
ciples for which it stands, that we may 
be able to give a reason for our con- 
nection with our denomination, and also 
that we may get inspiration from the lives 
of those who have sacrificed and suf- 
fered for the principles that have been 
passed on to us. 

You may go to your pastor and get him 


to explain to you the principles for which 
your denomination stands. He will be 
able to recommend books that you may 
read about your church history and that 
may be helpful in presenting this topic 
to your society. 


In looking backward we miss the great 
lessons of the past if we do not also ex- 
amine the present and think about the 
future. Talk over with your pastor the 
work of your particular denomination at 
large. Get him to show you how closely 
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it is holding to the principles for which 
it was founded, how it is meeting the 
needs and problems of the present day, 
and what are its plans for the future. 


se 

Am I faithful to the principles of Chris- 
tianity laid down by Christ Jesus and set 
forth in the Bible? 

Is my denomination faithful to all these 
principles? 

Is there need to-day for re-emphasis of any 
of these principles? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





BIBLE SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES 





instructors. Man 









Apply Early 
for Reservations 


MOODY BIBLE IN: 
Present Enrollment: Day School, 946; 





re former pet Se 
returning this year for spiritual refresh- ¥ p,.. sames M. Gray, D.D, 
ment and character strengthening. Marat of ihe Tessie 
Board and Room less than $10 per week. Pro- 
gram with list of Instructors and Subjects 


mailed on request. Address Superintendent of Men, or 
of Women. 


153 Institute Place, Chicago, IIL. 
Night 653; Correspondence School, 7025. 














Special Summer Course 
Moody Bible Institute 


Of exceptional value for pastors, 
teachers and Christian workers 
desiring better equipment for the 
varied lines of Church, Missionary 
and Sunday-school work. 

Astrong, attractive program. Instruction 


free of charge by the Institute’s regular 
teaching staff, also distinguished i 





July 7th to 31st 
inclusive 


special 





President of the Institute 








INTERDENOMINATIONAL! 


DON O. SHELTON, President. 


Hil. GOSPEL MUSIC. 


EVANGELICAL! 


* The National Bible Institute 


330-348 West 55th Street, New York City 
M. T. SHELFORD, Dean. 
COURSES OF STUDY 


I. THEOLOGICAL. A standard course preparing for the work of the Gospel Ministry, com- 
bining all the regular features of a strong Theological Seminary curriculum. 


Il. MISSIONARY. Combining Theology, Bible and Medicine. Nearly three hundred grad- 
uates now on foreign mission fields under thirty-five different Missionary Boards. 


IV. CHRISTIAN SERVICE SECRETARIAL. 


A new fire-proof building, to acco’ date two hundred and fifty additional students, i 
being erected. Tuition Free. Reem and Board at reasonable rates.” re) ~ ts, is now 


Catalogue and further information sent on request 


EVANGELISTIC! 


HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 


V. CHRISTIAN SERVICE NURSING. 
VI. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL. 


pportunities for self-help. 








Said a Christian College President 


° Se Mill ” of Busi 
atienings is bended hi oe f ‘ene Men 


“They teach Evolution i our Kindergartens to-day.”’ 
THINK OF IT—TAKING THE BABIES 
FROM OUR HOMES AND INJECTING 
POISONOUS DOCTRINE INTO THEIR 
YOUNG HEARTS! 


+ The result will mest likely be—e nation of 
skeptics, agnostics, infidelg and lawbreakers 


The Philadelphia School of the Bible 
wants twenty-five “‘red blooded” young, virile men 
and women “‘called of God"’ to join the Day School on 
SEPTEMBER 28, 1925 
and train for Christian Leadership. 
Three years course— Three terms per year. Tuition free 
Write the General Secretary—TO-DAY—for in- 


ThePhiladelphia School ofthe Bible 


1721-25 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

















The Brookes Bible Institute 


2051 Park Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 


is strictly a Bible School—fitting for Christian 
Service, by Bibie training alone—The Whole 
Bible—the very Word, of God concerning 
Jesus Christ as the Eternal Son of God is 
supreme in every class. $5.00 weekly from 
resident students does not cover the actual ex- 
pense to the Institute, but itehelps make it 
possible for students to attend. 


Term closes June 15. Write for Catalog _ 


The Bible Students League 


Are You a Member? 

, Hundreds are enjoying the benefits of System- 
atic Bible Study at home. Thirty Minutes a day. 
Why not you? 

Complete Biblical education. True to the Bible. 
20 page Catalogue Free. 


BIBLE STUDENTS LEAGUE 
Dept. B Claremont, Cal. 


The Missionary Training Institute of 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 


Nyack, N. Y., trains men and women for effective 
ry wor 

















St. Paul Bible Training School 


OF THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 
Rev. J. D. Williams, Supt. Rev. Hl. M. Freligh, Prin, and Sec. 
1635 Sherburne Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 
This school offers a two-year training course in the 
Word of God, with English, Reading, Phonics, An- 
cient History, Church History, and other helpful 
studies. Excellent opportunities are also afforded for 





personal work and soul-winning. Write for particulars, 





k. _Thousands have been trained, 
Our motto is“ The Whole Bible to the Whole World.”” 
Write for catalog and further particulars to 


REV. C. EICHER, Dean 
Missionary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 








In ordering goods, or in making in- 
gquiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 








351 hymns—gemse ofthe ages 
—all written out of Christian 
experience — strong in the 
Faith. Adopted by hundreds 
of progressive Churches and 

No.2 Bible Schools. 
The more than half million copies of Tabernacle 
Hymne No. 2 sold in the past three years per- 

us to offer this wonderful book at a 

BIG PRICE REDUCTION! 
Per 100 copies: Manila, $25; Full Cloth, $40; 
Art Buckram superfine binding, $50; (single 
copies prepaid, 300, 50c and 60c respectively.) 

Sample copy sent without obligation for 30 days 
Just say on post card; “Please send me copy of 
Tabernacle Hymns No.2 (specify binding) which 
ALY _ or pay Sor after 30 days.” WRITE 

ODAY. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
29 S. La Salle St., Room 800, | Chicago, Ml, 








A New Book for All Uses 
os om ere 











For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “‘them that are His.” Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 


for God's —— and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School 7 imes. 


Local Prayer Bands 


EVIVALS are good, but how many 
revivals would the Church ever have, 
except forthe faithfulness of the few 
who intercede day in and day out, through 
decades in some jnstances? In a certain 
seminary in New York state a students’ } 
noon-day prayer-meeting has been main- 
tained “every school day for over seventy 
years without one failure’! Or, in other 
words, from Finney’s day to the present; 
oneof a number of circles to bridge over 
the Church’s chasms of spiritual drought. 
Young people in this instance, but in 
another place is a band of aged interces- 
sors, almost every member past sixty, 
and two past eighty. In an lowa com- 
munity is a prayer band of two women 
who for years have met and claimed 
Matthew 18:19, “and God has not dis- 
appointed us.” A certain Florida town 
has ten prayer bands, each of which meets 
every week. Happy the pastor, or church, 
or evangelical paper or movement which 
has back of it (or him) one or more such 
bands. May the day soon come when 
America, and the whole Christian world 
will be dotted with interceding circles of 
believers. The evangelization of “every 
creature” will then be “in sight.” Will 





you not ask God what he would have you 





You can easily solve 
YOUR MOTHER'S DAY AND MISSIONARY 


ae mee 


b ord a of The Paramount Special 
Day ~- SS l ks in one—with more than 
enough material for both. You will not find adull 
or commonplace number in this publication. ‘Che 
recitations, dialogu exercises and songs are 
frech and sparkling. ¢ most tender tributes of 
reverence and love to Mother. Full of heart 
throbs, smiles and tears, 


The new Missionary material for Children and 
own-ups includes a Playlet, “The Spirit of 
issions,”’ that will prove wonderfully effective. 


Price as cents. Write to your supply heuse or 
send direct to 


MEYER & BROTHER °*Xy,Ws:hinsten St 








to do ss 


April 13 to 19 


Mon.—Acts 4 8 1-12, 

Peter and John Imprisoned. 
“Being grieved” (v. 2), It always 
“egrieves” the Devil to have the resurrec- 
tion preached. Why? Because to be- 
lieve that doctrine “in thine heart” means 
salvation (Rom, 10:9). “five thousand” 
believed. And men at that! Ah, no won- 
der the Devil was stirred; the Pente- 
costal revival was growing! 
Prayer Succestions: Praise God for 
to-day’s evidences of the working of the 
Spirit. Many are confessing Christ. Pray 
for every new convert, even more 








Before you plan your service for this occasion 
be sure to send for list of our latest songalogues, 
dvamatic services, songs, anthems, etc. 

Sent free on request. 


7—Mother’s Day ivmar— 


that churches may be prepared to properly 
nourish their new-born babes. Only ice 
agg and adulterations await some chil- 

ren, 


Tues.—Acts 4 3 13-22. 
Peter and John Threatened. 

The natural despises the supernatural, 
and yet marvels, but continues in unbelief. 
(See Luke 16:31.) The evidence (v. 








m Box 439 
91 Seventh Ave., 
Saettart Stee NEW YORK, N. Y. 


16) was too well attested to be success- 








SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 'i4\8,%7> 


THE ILLUSTRATOR #2. | ont 
isa monthlyS. S. lesson magnaine that 
makes teaching easy. All the help 
aecessary for teaching af the cost of a 
postage stamp per lesson! 





$1.00 


for S2 Lesseas 


fully denied, and yet it was rejected, and 
that too by men af supposed intelligence. 
| Is the world any different to-day? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
college and university in the land. The 
“faith of owr fathers” is “living still” in 
a few. Pray that what faith there is 








Don’t missit! Marion Lawrance said : 
ao other I aswell.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 15% Fifth Avenue, New York 


** There is 


may be fanned into a flame of “sacred 
fire,” consuming all doubt and unbelief. 
Prey for teachers and students every- 
where, 








THE PERRY PICTURES 

Reproductions of the World’s 

Great Paintings. Size, 5x8. 
CH 


for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
as Art Subjects or 25 on Life 
of Christ,or five 10x12 size re- 
ligious subjects. No two alike. 
Beautiful 64-page Catalogue 
for 15 cents incoin or stamps 
The Perry, Pictutes Co. 
AL’ 


Box 96, wen, Mass. 








Wed.—Acts 41 23-31. The Church at Prayer. 


world’s assaults was neither anger nor 
argument, as it seems now -sometimes to 
be, but appeal — an effectual appeal to the 
Church’s Advocate. 
fail, but true prayer can never fail, for 
it is God himself in action through hu- 
man instrumentality. 








PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 


World's One by One Working Band. 


man at @ time. 





advertisement ia The Sunday School Times. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The early Church’s answer to the 


All else ts bound to 


Pray for the 


Says a correspondent: “My greatest suc- 
cess has beew in @ personal manner; one 
I think I have won hun- 





(Lesson for APRIL 19) APRIL 4, 1925 





F you would drive the most beautiful and durable car in your 
town—get a Dagmar. Custom built, it reflects your person- 
ality. A limited number of persons in each community can own 
a Wagmar at special price and terms. For more complete infor- 
mation write to the manufacturers. 


THE M. P. MOLLER MOTOR CAR CO. 
HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 





STUDIES IN THE DEITY OF CHRIST 





What is Meant by It 
Obstacles to Believing It 


THE DEITY 


Why Reason Requires It 
What God’s Word Says About ft 


25c, $2.50 A DOZEN, $19 A HUNDRED, postpaid. 


OF CHRIST 





Christ. 


According to the Gospel of John 
By S. W. PRATT, D.D. 


A careful analysis of the Gospel of John, taking upfrom every angle the witness to Christ 
as very God and very Man. 26 chapters, giving an overwhelming argument to the deity of 


$1, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Watnut Srreet, PHILADELPHIA 








my life. I am HUNGRY for men.” Reader, 
are you? & 


Thurs.—Acts 4 : 32-37. A Common Purse. 


Love unifies. It always does when it is 
divine. It is self-love that divides. Self- 
love may sometimes apologize, but_ it 
never confesses sin. The two are dif- 
ferent. Note also the difference between 
possession (v. 32) and ownership. A true. 
Christian, though a possessor, is not an 
owner. He is either a faithful or an un- 
faithful steward. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for AL 
Stewards, and this includes Every Chris- 
tian. It includes the “possessor” of the 
“two mites,” and the possessor of millions. 
Pray that both, and all between, may be 
alike faithful. Pray for the many. causes 
suffering through the unfaithfulmess of 
grasping non-owners; but praise God for 
the faithful “possessors.” 

Fri.—Acts 5: 1-11. Lying Punished. 


Says D. M. Panton: “Not only 
was the arrival of the Holy Ghost 
marked by a burst of conversion without 
a parallel; . . . it also introduced a reser- 
voir of fearful disciplinary power” (“The 
Dawn,” December, 1924). A church 
without the Spirit is almost invariably a 
church devoid of discipline. . 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
church suffering through the departure of 
the Spirit, and through the consequent 
loss of proper discipline. Little differ- 
ence between the unchastened children of 
a Christian household and the world’s 
children. A genuine revival will restore 
discipline to the Church. 


Sat.—Romans 15: 1-7. _The Christian Spirit. 
The kind of strength that doesn’t “bear 





dreds in that way. 


It is the delight of 


the infirmities of the weak” is itself 


weakness. Itis not of God. Note also that 
the pleasing of verse 2 is not a fleshly 
thing, but “for... to edification.” 
The Christian spirit is not characterized 
by brutal bluntness, but rather by godly 
tact and courtesy. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
many prayer requests sent to this de- 
partment. A single letter of over sixty 
pages came from Great Britain a few 
weeks ago, containing more than six hun- 
dred names. to be prayed for; and a bit 
of information gtven Concerning each 
name, so that prayer could be intelligent. 
Pray for the multitudes of burdened 
hearts everywhere, 


Sun.—Psalm 133. Brotherly Love. 


“How good and how pleasant,” but alas, 
how rare! Yes, there are many places 
where “brethren dwell together” # ftoler- 
ation; but take a into their hearts ! 
For unity of spirit is more than toleration, 
more than an “outward adorning,” it is of 
“the hidden man of the heart.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: A pastor wrote 
‘some time ago: “Each day I remember by 
name before the Lord each of my hun- 
dred and seventy-five members.” Ah, is 
not that one of the secrets of that church’s 
Spiritual unity, and power, and fruitful- 
ness? A faithfully interceding pastor! 
What kt of - “have you, and 
what kind of ers has he? 

we 


“A Little Kit of-Teachers’ Tools,’ by 
Philip E. Howard, gives practical helps 
on lesson preparation, knowing the pupil, 
securing attention, asking questions, using 
illustrations, conducting reviews, and lead- 
ing-pupils to Christ. (The Sunday School 





Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts.) 
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